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BFC Comments on... 





Documents for IC-DV Procedure 


The Import Certificate-Delivery Veri- 
fication procedure was instituted in 1951 
by the Office of International Trade, 
predecessor of the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, as a means of furthering the 
security objectives of the export con- 
trol programs of the United States and 
certain Western European countries: 
Belgium, Denmark, France, West Ger- 
many. Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, and the 
United Kingdom. 


In general, American importers are 
fully aware of their responsibilities 
under the procedure. They must pro- 
cure U. S. import certificates, when 
requested to do so by their foreign 
importers, which set forth. the under- 
taking of the U. S. importer to insure 
that the materials involved will be re- 
tained within the economy of the United 
States and will not be diverted without 
proper authorization. Once the goods 
have been imported, within the terms of 
the certificate, then the importer may 
be asked to verify this fact by means of 
a delivery verification document. 


Full Information Needed 

Certain standard operating procedures 
have been adopted in connection with 
the issuance of both of these papers 
—the import certificate and the delivery 
verification. To a great extent, these 
procedures have been adhered to by 
U. S. importers. However, BFC has 
been advised by certain of the par- 
ticipating countries that some import 
certificates fail to show all pertinent 
information, and also that some delivery 
verifications are received from this 
country in a manner which makes it 
extremely difficult for the ‘exporting 
country to identify the shipment. 

U. S. importers who need import cer- 
tificates for any of their transactions 
with the countries participating in the 
IC-DV procedure, should be sure to: 

@ Use Form IT-826 as revised April 
15, 1953. If earlier issues of this form 
are used they will be returned to the 
importer without action by the Depart- 
ment of Commerce office to which they 
are submitted for resubmission on the 
revised form. 

@ Give a complete commodity de- 
scription to permit absolute identifica- 
tion of the commodity covered on the 
certificate by the authorities of the ex- 


porting government in connection with 
its review of requests for permission to 
export. This information should include: 
The Schedule A number; and a full 
commercial description, stating compo- 
sition, type, gage, grade, horsepower, 
manufacturer’s name, serial number, 
etc., as well as a statement on whether 
the material is new or used. 


@ Show a complete price statement in 
the customary form of quotation, such 
as f. o. b. (factory), f. a. s. (named port), 
c. i. f. or other form. This is important 
in order that the governments issuing 
export licenses against U. S. import cer- 
tificates may be fully cognizant of the 
value of the goods involved in the 
transaction. Any difference in price be- 
tween that shown on the _ import 
certificate and the export license appli- 
cation may require explanation to the 
government controlling the exportation. 

@ Give the quantity of the commodity 
to be imported in normal commercial 
terms utilized for that commodity. This 
does not necessarily mean Schedule B 
terminology; however, the quantity 
must be specific and precise. For ex- 
ample, “5,000 Ibs. electrolytic coated 
(production plate) tinplate” would be 
acceptable, but “100 boxes tinplate” 
would not be acceptable. 


@ Avoid erasures or other changes 
which tend to affect the substance of 
the document. The United States has 
agreed to issue and accept only “clean” 
copies of import certificates. 

Obviously, adherence to these points 
will do much to relieve U. S. importers 
from delays which might be incurred as 
a result of being required to resubmit 
requests for import certificates in proper 
form. 

DV Forms Important 


Part and parcel of the IC-DV pro- 
gram is the submission of delivery 
verifications by U. S. importers when 
requested to do so by their foreign 
suppliers. Verifications of delivery are, 
in fact, tantamount to insuring that 
specified commodities have been im- 
ported into the United States in accord- 
ance with the terms of both the cover- 
ing U. S. import certificate and the 
export license issued by the participat- 
ing country. 

To insure that the delivery verifica- 
tion form is correctly submitted, U. S. 
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Federal Office Bidg. 
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717 Liberty Ave. 
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and Post Office Bidg. 


Seattle 4, Wash. 
909 First Ave. 


For local telephone number, consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book 








importers are urged to observe the 


following points: 


~@ The use of Form IT-908 has been 
mandatory since June 1953. When the 
IC-DV procedure was first initiated, 
U. S. importers were permitted to use 
Customs Form 3227 (landing certificate) 
as delivery verifications. Collectors of 
Customs will no longer accept landing 
certificates in lieu of IT-908 when sub- 
mitted for certification as delivery 


verifications. 


e@ “Net quantity” and “description of 
goods” (columns I and H, respectively) 
must be stated in terms of normal com- 
mercial usage, and, wherever possible, 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 











from 1952 levels. 







mated 145.4 (1936-38=100) for Septem- 
ber, approaching the 1953 peak of 147.8 
reached in May. This compares with a 
high point for 1952 of 146.8 in October 
and a 1951 average of 144.7. 

The rise in the AGEFI industrial 
activity index throughout the third 
quarter of 1953 was due largely to im- 
proved conditions in the natural and 
synthetic textile industries, the cement 
and construction industries, and the 
paper industry. Electricity output 
moved upward. 

However, most of Belgium’s basic 
industries showed declining activity 
levels along with declines in the vol- 
ume of new orders, downward pressure 
on prices, and increasing competition 
from foreign producers. The Belgian 
Ministry of Economic Affairs pointed 
out that, although overall production 
remains stable, its center of gravity 
is moving gradually toward ,consump- 
tion goods at the expense of heavy 
industry and capital goods production. 


Exports from the Belgian-Luxem- 
bourg Economic Union (BLEU) in the 
third quarter were estimated at 9,303 
million francs (1 Belgian franc=US- 
$0.02) and imports at about 9,977 mil- 
lion frances. During the corresponding 
period last year imports totaled 9,497 
million francs and exports 8,998 million 
francs. 


Unfavorable Factor Reappears 


An unfavorable factor in Belgian 
trade was the reappearance in July 
1953 of a deficit with the United States 
amounting to 145 million § Belgian 
francs. This was compensated to some 
extent by the reappearance of favor- 
able trade balances with the European 
Payments Union (EPU) countries. 


The export price index through 
August 1953 continued the downward 
trend of the past year. However, the 
effect on trade terms was tempered 
somewhat because the import price in- 
dex also declined, though more slowly 
than the export price index. 

During the third quarter of 1953, 
trade groups and. economic journals 
pressed the Belgian Government to 
eliminate the practice of withholding 
for 6 months a portion of the receipts 
from exports to countries in the Euro- 
pean Payments Union. Consequently, 
a gradual reduction of the amount with- 
held went into effect October 1, 1953. 

Belgian trade with the Soviet Bloc, 
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Industrial Activity Index -Rises aes 
Belgian Economy Shows Mixed Trends 


The overall economic situation in Belgium was favorable in the 
third quarter of 1953, although most basic industries registered declines 


The index of industrial actitity—published by the Agence Eco- 
nomique et Financiere, a private financial newspaper—trose to an esti- 





although small, was slightly larger for 
the first 7 months of 1953 than for the 
like period of 1952. Belgian exports to 
the Soviet countries were almost twice 
the value of imports from that area. 
An agreement was concluded during the 
third quarter of 1953 between the Bel- 
gian Federation of Industries and the 
Deutscher Innen und Aussenhandel of 
Eastern Germany, for the exchange of 
goods amounting to 500 million Belgian 
francs in each direction from Septem- 
ber 1, 1953, through December 31, 1954. 

Representatives of the Benelux shoe 
industry agreed on a quota system for 
exports of Dutch shoes into the Belgian 
market. A quota of 90,000 pairs of 
leather shoes reportedly was fixed for 
October 1953, and for the 6-month 
period thereafter, 80,000 pairs per 
month, , 

Coal Production Rises 


Coal production slumped during the 
summer holiday season, but has risen 
gradually from the low point reached 
in July 1953. The total for the third 
quarter of 1953 was 6,966,237 metric 
tons, bringing the total output for the 
first 9 months to 22,347,520 metric 
tons, the annual rate being slightly 
below the 1952 figure. The position of 
the coke producers improved as a te- 
sult of the sale of coke for home heat- 
ing purposes and an improvement in 
the export situation, but the Belgian 
coal industry is experiencing growing 
competition from petroleum. 

Coal imports and exports “increased 
during the third quarter of 1953 con- 
siderably above the levels of the first 
2 quarters of the year. Subsidy pay- 
ments were scheduled for the Belgian 
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coal industry for a maximum of 1 mil- 
lion metric tons for export to Italy 
and the Netherlands during the period 
July through September 1953, The High 
Authority of the European Coal and 
Steel Community authorized the con- 
tinued application of perequation C to 
favor Belgian coal exports to these 
two countries during the fourth quarter 
of the year. 

The Belgian Government early in 
October 1953 suspended temporarily the 
issuance of new licenses for imports of 
coking coal from the United States 
with the reported objective of achieving 
a better allocation of U. S. coal among 
local distributors. 


Iron and Steel Industry Lags 


The Belgian iron and steel industry 
has made only a slight recovery from 
the usual midsummer slump. New 
orders have been scarce and a down- 
ward pressure on prices has continued. 
Crude-steel output for the third quarter 
of 1953 was 986,000 metric tons and 
for the first 9 months, 3,341,000 metric 
tons, showing an annual rate consider- 
ably below that of 1952. At the end of 
the third quarter only 46 blast furnaces 
were in operation compared with 50 
on July 1. 


BLEU exports of iron and steel and 
products thereof declined during the 
first 6 months of 1953 to 2,408,736 
metric tons valued at 14,912,601 Belgian 
francs, compared with 2,658,293 metric 
tons valued at 21,802,386 francs during 
the like period of 1952. Imports totaled 
388,678 metric tons valued at 2,789,691 
francs for January-June 1953 against 
316,965 metric tons valued at 2,959,232 
francs in the first half of 1952. 


Metal Fabrication Off 


Production in the metal fabrication 
industry declined during the first 8 
months of 1953 from levels existing 
during the corresponding period of 1952. 

The AGEFT industrial activity index 
for metal fabrications, which is based 
on volume, was 142.7 and 145.2 (1936- 
38=100), respectively. The index for 
July 1953, which was the lowest of the 
year, was influenced by the paid vaca- 
tions taken during that month, The 
August index improved and that for 
September was estimated at only 1 
point below the September 1952 index. 

Belgian shipbuilding activity contin- 
ued at a high level in the fourth 
quarter of 1953. Orders on hand for 
vessels under construction assure opera- 
tions in the major yards until late 
1955 or early 1956. A 300-passenger 
vessel of 10,350 deadweight tons was 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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Year 1953 Considered Remarkable 





Canadian Economy May Set New Records 


The Canadian economy approached the end of 1953 in the certainty 
that the year would set several new records for commercial and indus- 


trial achievement. 


Production, investment, employment, labor income, and retail sales 
reached a volume in the third quarter of the year which assured a 12- 


month total substantially in advance of 
any previous year. All signs pointed to 
a gross national product exceeding the 
C$24-billion forecast in the budget last 
February, which means at least a 5- 
percent increase in the general level of 
activity over 1952. This increase is about 
the same magnitude as that registered 
in each of the two preceding years, and 
it is largely physical volume. 

Speaking in the House of Commons 
on November 30, the Minister of Trade 
and Commerce, Mr. Howe, who also 
holds the portfolio of Defence Produc- 
tion, characterized the year as “re- 
markable by any measure.” Looking 
forward to 1954, he forecast stiffer com- 
petition with perhaps some difficulty in 
certain industries in adjusting to the 
seller’s market which has been develop- 
ing. With regard to overall business 
activity in the year he was nct pessi- 
mistic, and thought there was little in- 
dication of any serious interruption in 
the generally prosperous conditions pre- 
vailing. 

Domestic Market Strong 


The Minister stressed the strength in 
the domestic market as a factor in 
maintaining business volume. In the 
past 2 years, with prices following a 
steady to slightly downward trend, there 
had been a 16-percent increase in labor’s 
earnings which had been accompanied 
by a 12-percent increase in consumer 
expenditures. These had expanded 
broadly, including food as well as con- 
sumer’s capital goods. He thought sales 
prospects were probably firmer at home 
than in export markets. 

About Canada’s U. S. market, how- 
ever, he was also optimistic, saying that 
“whatever adjustments take place in the 
U. S. economy, they are unlikely to lead 
to any serious curtailment in sales of 
Canada’s major export items to that 
country.” 

Other year-end commentators, in- 
cluding executives of the chartered 
banks whose annual reports were pub- 
lished in November and early Decem- 
ber, were moderately optimistic about 
business conditions. Some considered 
near-term indications not entirely fa- 
vorable and thought that adjustments 
to a lower trade level were in progress, 
particularly in exports and to some ex- 
tent in domestic trade, where con- 
sumer demand has been built in part 
on credit expansion and might be a 
borrowing from the future. 

One of the factors in less confident 
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business sentiment is clearly the lower 


level of farm income in 1953 which is 
now estimated at about 12 percent less 
than in 1952. Lower prices of some farm 
products and uncertainty over the mar- 
keting of the year’s 614-million-bushel 
crop of wheat are elements of this situ- 
ation. 


Although the United Kingdom is ex- 
pected to continue to buy Canadian 
wheat, that country’s abstention from 
the International Wheat Agreement 
and the return of its wheat import trade 
to private hands have been unsettling. 
Forward buying of wheat in the crop 
year was reported on-a hand-to-mouth 
basis, and because of the large crop and 
a heavy carryover, there was a storage 
problem which affected producers’ reali- 
zation, 


The latest information, however, was 
that the movement from farms was 
working out better than anticipated. 
The movement into export since August 
1 was only about 20 percent: less than 
in 1952 when shipments were at a rec- 
ord level. The Government has an- 
nounced that despite the delivery quotas 
on new crop wheat, Wheat Board pay- 
ments to producers in 1953, including 
payments on 1951 and 1952 wheat, were 
larger than ever before, in addition to 
which the final payment on the 1952 
crop will be expedited and made early 
in 1954, Producers’ financial returns, 
therefore, are believed to be good 
enough to make provision. for Govern- 
ment loans on farm-stored wheat un- 
necessary. 

Unlike wheat, oats production fell in 
1953, with a substantial acreage decline. 
At the request of the United States, 
however, an export control was estab- 
lished on that grain to hold shipments 
to 23 million bushels from December 
10, 1953, to October 1, 1954. 


Potato prices fell precipitately as the 
result of the large crop. Beef prices also 
continued weak. The dairy-products 
situation, however, was more stable. 
The Government guarantees butter 
prices on the basis of 58 cents a pound 
at Montreal. The sale of 10 million 


pounds of cheddar cheese to the United ~ 


Kingdom also helped. However, the sell- 
ing price of 25% cents a pound was re- 
ported to represent a loss to the Ontario 
Marketing Board, which conducted the 
support operation on the basis of 30 
cents a pound. Canned pork resulting 
from the Government’s past support op- 


erations also -was being sold to the § 


United Kingdom: 


Customs Act Amended 
Industrial production moved into new 


high ground in 1953, but abundant sup- & 


plies and fairly heavy inventories at 
manufacturing and wholesale levels pro- 
duced a less even tone. Among the in- 
dustries which have reported less than 
capacity operations are some classes of 
electrical goods, as well as farm imple- 
ments and textiles which have been ex- 
periencing weaker markets for some 
time. 

This situation affected employment 
only regionally and not nationally, but 


_ it produced a volume of complaint 


against imports which moved the Goy- 
ernment to take action against receipts 
of what are called abnormally low- 


priced textiles and other consumer lines | 


from the United States. 

Amendment of the 
visions of the Customs Act to advance 
exporters’ selling prices and permit ap- 
plication of dumping duties, in the dis- 


valuation pro- fF 


cretion of the Minister of National } 
Revenue, is the method of approach de- 7 


cided on, rather than a return to the 
pre-GATT (General Agreement on Tar- 
iffs and Trade) cost of production 
criterion of valuation, which was re- 
quested by producer and various other 
groups. 

The resource industries continue to 
generate a number of new projects, 


among them an expansion of Quebec 


asbestos production in a new field. 
Petroleum and natural gas development, 
however, continues to attract the major 
share of public interest. New petroleum 
pipelines have gone into operation carry- 
ing Alberta’s increasing production west 
over the Rocky Mountains to Vancouver 
and east to Ontario’s expanded refinery 
capacity. 

The disposition of the Province’s large 
and increasing gas reserves also has 
been the subject of decisions which are 


viewed as important in shaping Provin- 


(Continued on Page 8) 





investment in 


VENEZUELA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


$1 


From U. S$. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, or from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Print- 
Ing Office, Washington 25. D. C. 
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Foreign Gold and Dollar 
Assets Show Growth 


Foreign countries added\ about $740 
million to their gold and dollar assets 
through transactions with the United 
States during the third quarter of 1953, 
as against $400 million duri the 
second quarter, the Office of Business 
Economics, U. S. Department of - 
merce has stated. 


According to an analysis in the 
December issue of the Department’s 
monthly Survey of Current Business, 
the recent growth of foreign gold and 
dollar. assets continued a trend which 
started in the second quarter of 1952. 
Since that time foreign transactions 
with the United States have brought 
about an increase’in foreign gold and 
dollar holdings to the extent of about 
$3.5 billion. In the previous 3 quarters 
such assets had declined by $1 billion. 

In addition, the new balance-of-pay- 
ments report indicates that in the third 
quarter foreign countries repaid $224 
million on their long-term private and 
Government debts and reduced their 
short-term commerical liabilities by $56 
million. 


U. S. Exports Down 


U. S. exports of goods and services, 
excluding those furnished under the 
military aid programs, were $300 million 
less than in the second quarter. Never- 
theless, these exports amounted to 
about $4.1 billion during the third quar- 
ter of 1953 as compared with $4 billion 
during the like period in 1952. 

Total receipts of foreign countries 
from transactions with the United 
States, other than military aid, amount- 
ed to about $5,200 million during the 
third quarter—$200 million less than 
in the preceding quarter. These figures 
include disbursements on Government 
grants other than military, and on 
credits. The excess of foreign countries’ 
receipts over their expenditures here, 
excluding debt repayments, was $1,000 
million in the second quarter and $1,100 
million in the third quarter. 

U. S. disbursements on Government 
grants and credits, other than military, 
amounted to about $630 million in the 
third quarter, or $100 million less than 
in the second quarter, Military expend- 
itures abroad—including offshore pro- 
curement, construction, and troop ex- 
penditures—accounted for about $690 
million and $630 million, respectively, 
of foreign dollar receipts during these 
2 quarters. 

On commercial transactions alone, 
foreign countries continued to have a 
deficit, therefore, of about $400 million 
in the second quarter and $200 million 
in the third. The difference between the 
two figures was due mainly to the rise 
in U. S. tourist expenditures, most of 
which was seasonal, Tourist expendi- 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Japanese Industry Continues Record 


Upswing in September; Prices Rise 


Japanese industrial production in September recorded another post- 
war peak—for the seventh successive month—although in some sectors 
the expansion was at a reduced rate. 

Increasing concern was evidenced in both governmental and busi- 
ness circles over the possibility of accentuated inflationary trends 


resulting from prospective Government 
expenditures in excess of revenues, In 


consequence, the Bank of Japan an- 
nounced a policy of credit restriction 
which was reflected in a decline of loans 
to commercial banks. Note issues of 
the Bank of Japan also declined slight- 
ly. Nevertheless, the upward trend in 
commodity and security prices contin- 
ued, and both production and consump- 
tion of goods and services maintained 
a high level. The large foreign trade 
deficit continlied to be covered by spe- 
cial dollar earnings arising from ex- 
penditures by U. S. Armed Forces in 
Japan and Korea. 


The index of industrial production— 
manufacturing and mining combined 
—reached another postwar high of 151.1 
in September, compared with 149.1 in 
August (1934-36=100). The Japanese 
Government’s Economic Counsel Board 
has revised its index of industrial pro- 
duction, using weights based on the 
1950 industrial census instead of the 
1934-36 weights but maintaining the 
same 1934-36 base. Thus the new index 
figure for August was 149.1, significant- 
ly less than the index of 171.1 for 
the same month based on the 1934-36 
weights. 

Mining activity expanded 2.4 percent 
in September as a result of a small 
increase in coal production. A total of 
3.3 million tons of coal was produced, 
but this is considered a relatively low 
level of output, reflecting cutbacks and 
labor disputes in some mines. Septem- 
ber shipments of coal exceeded output, 
resulting in a further reduction of in- 
ventories. Continued relatively high 
waterflow—126 percent of normal— 
again made possible the maintenance 
of a high level of electric power gener- 
ation. 


Manufacturing Activity Up 


The September index of manufactur- 
ing activity alone increased by 1.2 per- 
cent or 16.6 percent above that of a 
year ago. The most notable gain was 
in textiles—7.3 percent—reflecting a 
favorable market, with yarns establish- 
ing a postwar record. Other increases 
were principally in lumber, rubber and 
leather, ships, automobiles, agricultural 
machinery, and mining, construction, 
and textile equipment. Production of 
binoculars, cameras, and watches also 
continued to increase. Settlement of the 
strike at the Nissan Motor Co. con- 
tributed significantly to the expansion 
of machinery output. 





Overall output of chemicals remained 
steady, with increases in ammonium sul- 
fate, calcium cyanamide, and calcium 
superphosphate offset by decreases in 
sulfuric acid, caustic soda, and soda 
ash. The output of foodstuffs decreased 
11.5 percent. Declines also occurred in 
ceramics—cement and sheet glass—and 
iron and steel. Production of electrolytic 
copper, on the other hand, expanded 
11 percent compared with the previous 
month. 

Merchandise exports declined 5.6 per- 
cent in value compared with August, 
but were 5.5 percent greater than in 
September 1952. The principal items 
showing a decrease were iron and steel, 
machinery (ships), rayon fabrics, and 
cement. Increases occurred in cotton 
yarns and fabrics, silk fabrics, non- 
ferrous metals, and metal products. 

Imports also declined moderately— 
2.7 percent—but were valued 10.3 per- 
cent above the level of September 1952. 
Rice, petroleum, and crude rubber ac- 
counted principally for the decline, 
which was partially offset by increased 
imports of wheat and machinery. 


Trade Terms Improved 


For the third successive month, total 
foreign-exchange receipts were slightly 
in excess of payments, An excess of 
payments over receipts for merchandise 
trade for each of the three currency 
areas—dollar, sterling, and open ac- 
count—was more than offset by an 
excess of total receipts over total pay- 
ments on invisible items. The deficit in 
merchandise trade with the dollar area 
increased appreciably, amounting to 
$46 million compared with $18 million 
in the preceding month. The terms of 
trade improved by 0.6 percent as a 
result of a further small increase in 
export prices. 

Wholesale prices followed the upward 
trend of past months, rising 0.8 percent 
over August. Textile prices continued 
to increase until near the end of the 
month, when the foreign exchange al- 
location for the second half of the 1953 
fiscal year (October 1953-March 1954) 
was announced. The allocation for raw 
cotton was, rather unexpectedly, con- 
siderably greater than last year, and 
this caused a sharp reaction in the price 
of cotton yarns, followed by prices of 
other textiles. 

By the end of the month cotton yarn 
prices had dropped nearly 20 percent 


' (Continued on Page 14) 
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Uptrend in Cuban Economy Indicated 
By Construction, Mining, Imports 


The sustained vitality in Cuban private construction, mining, and 
import volume in November 1953 was hailed in many quarters as a 
further indication that the economic contraction, which had developed 
gradually during the preceding months of 1953, may have run its course. 

As November falls near the close of the sugar off-season, the month 


uusually gives a poor showing in most 
indexes of Cuban economic activity. 

Experienced observers look for a fair 
recovery during the _ sugar-milling 
months from January to perhaps May, 
the outlook beyond that month being 
dependent mainly upon faithful adher- 
ence of all parties to the International 
Sugar Agreement. 

Under favorable weather conditions, 


the yield of citrus fruits has been satis-_ 


factory, and prospects are good for a 
record rice harvest. Retail sales of 
motor vehicles, radios, and other house- 
hold items continued to run considerably 
below levels of the preceding year. The 
main economic problem in early De- 
cember was that of settling upon bases 
for apportioning the proceeds of ‘the 
sugar crop between millers and planters. 

Retail sales of most goods tended to 
decline during November, department 
store turnover running below the corre- 
sponding month of 1952 by some 10 
percent in Havana and 15-20 percent in 
the Provinces. However, Christmas of- 
ferings as usual were attracting custo- 
mers to numerous stores in early 
December, particularly after the cus- 
tomary year-end bonus for civil servants 
and others was decreed. 

Hardware sales dropped § slightly 
from October. Dealers reported that 
sales of electric appliances, radios, and 
television receivers continued to be as 
much as 40 percent below last year 
and that credit facilities were being 
tightened considerably by distributors 
and banks. November passenger-car 
sales were off 30 percent from the like 
period last year, and truck sales were 
down 41 percent. Passenger-car sales 
for the year through November were 
down 30 percent from the preceding 
year, and truck and bus sales were off 
39 percent. 


New Labor Legislation Possible 


The comparative calm on the labor 
front was ruffled in mid-November by 
a syndicated news article which inti- 
mated that the Cuban Government was 
well advanced in negotiating the clear- 
ance, with certain top labor leaders, of 
a program involving the partial re- 
linquishment by labor unions of certain 
elements of their gains obtained in past 
years in the form of protection from 
dismissal regardless of grounds, freez- 
ing of wage-scale increases, and primary 
regard for seniority. 

Although spokesmen both for the 
Government and for the Cuban Con- 
federation of Labor promptly disavowed 


6 





any basis of fact in that article, an 
undercurrent of feeling continued that 
certain modifications in labor legisla- 
tion may emerge. Large rallies culmin- 
ated in the drawing up of a united 
front to counter any raids on labor’s 
“just and hard-earned rights.” 

Compania Rayonera Cubana _ con- 
tinued to be a relatively bright spot in 
the Cuban economy. Though operating 
a part of its plant at only 40 to 50 
percent of capacity in November, it 
was producing high-tenacity rayon for 
tire-yarn fabric at full capacity as 
it has done sinte imauguration of the 
company in 1948. 

Expansion of the high-tenacity yarn 
facilities will get under way soon, fi- 
nanced by a $2-million loan from Cuba’s 
Agricultural and Industrial Develop- 
ment Bank. The loan was made possible 
by the Textile and Henequen Workers 
Retirement Fund which purchased $2 
million worth of the bank’s investment 
bonds in November. The expansion will 
double Cuba’s capacity for production 
of high-tenacity rayon from the pres- 
ent annual level of 9 million pounds. 


Building Permits Rise 
There are many irdications that the 
total value of building permits for the 
Havana district in November exceeded 
the 4-million-peso figure for October. 


Projects for which ground is being 
cleared include several large apart- 
ment buildings, numerous smaller ones 
in proximity to the new Linea arterial 


highway leading to Miramar suburbs, 


and several low-cost housing projects 
to be financed at least in part by social- 
security funds of certain industries, 

The Minister of Public Works has 
been feted by several retailers’ associa- 
tions for his zeal in resurfacing the 
nrincipal shopping streets. Ground has 
been broken also for an extensive sports 
center to include a large stadium. A 
delegation of prominent public-works 
contractors, who called on the Minister 
of Finance early in December, indicated 
subsequently to reporters that they had 
obtained assurances that the lag in pay- 
ments soon would be cut down. 

The volume of orders for metal sheets 
and structurals placed by sugar mills 
mounted to an encouraging level in the 
first fortnight of November but then 
tapered off more than was expected, 
presumably because the sugar millers 
were still deep in controversy with their 
planters and with the labor syndicates 
over elements which would determine 
the season’s operating cost. Steel ven- 
dors thereupon turned their attention 
increasingly to two private projects— 
the new luxury hotel and the 35-story 
apartment building—the architects of 
which were known to be making com- 
parative analyses of cost under steel 
design and cement design. 

November imports of steel products 
dropped some 40 percent from the Octo- 
ber level, mainly because the Belgian 
tonnage dropped from 9,000 to below 
2,500 tons. British mills made a slight 
gain—from 91 tons in October to 212 
in November. Imports from the United 
States, as in previous months, com- 


(Continued on Page 13) 
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Belgian Economy ... 
(Continued from Page 3) 


ordered by the Compagnie Maritime 
Belge from a shipyard in France, The 
vessel will be constructed along the 
same lines as the line’s MS. Albertville, 
except that the passenger capacity will 
be 50 percent greater. 


Textile Production Gains 44 


The Belgian textile production index > 


was 98.1 (1936-38=100) for the first 
6 months of 1953 compared with 84.9 
for the corresponding period of 1952. 
On the whole, production in the textile 
industry was somewhat lower during 
the second quarter of 1953 than in the 
first quarter. 


It is believed that for the Belgian 
textile industry as a whole domestic 


demand improved during the third 
quarter of 1953. In the Belgian domes- 
tic market, Netherlands finished goods 
continued to undersell equivalent prod- 
ucts of Belgian manufacture. The only 
exceptions were in luxury articles, such 
as woolen knit goods, carpets, and spe- 
cialized articles of cotton, imports of 
which have no price advantage over 
the Belgian product. 


The monthly average of textile ex- 
ports during the second and third 
quarters of 1953 amounted to 1,768 mil- 
lion and 1,674 million Belgian francs, 
respectively, compared with 1,728 mil- 
lion frances for the first quarter of 1953. 
In comparison with the first half of 
1952, exports for the first 6 months 
of 1953 increased by approximately 500 
million francs, or 5 percent, The volume 
increased 17,500 metric tons or approx- 
imately 13 percent. 

Registered unemployment during the 
third quarter of 1953 was higher than 
in the corresponding period of 1952. As 
is usual in that quarter, the figures 
showed a week-to-week decline from 
July 1 to September 30. The drop was 
attributed mainly to seasonal factors, 

‘Favorable weather in the third quar- 
ter of 1953 aided agricultural activity. 
The beginning of the grain harvest 
was delayed, because of excessive 
moisture in July, but warm and dry 
weather in August and September was 
ideal for harvesting. The weather was 
especially helpful for the development 
of beets, potatoes, and other late crops. 

Except for dairy products and eggs, 
the retail prices of most food products 
rose during the third quarter and were 
generally above the corresponding quar- 
ter of 1952. The main increase was in 
the prices of all types of meat. The 
average retail price index of all food 
products was 413.9 for July, 415.9 in 
August, and 418.6 in September 1953, 
compared with 411.5, 413.1, and 414.0 
for the corresponding months a year 
ago.—Emb., Brussels, 


January 4, 1954" 
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Venezuelan Projects Expand Though 
Wholesale, Retail Trade Slackens 


Development projects valued at more than US$265 million were 
dedicated in Venezuela in December, of which the Caracas—LaGuaira 
express highway was the most outstanding. 

Future development plans which may be announced shortly are 
expected. to include the establishment of a national steel industry, 


expansion and unification of the na- 
tional railways, and electrification of 
the Caroni River rapids in eastern Ven- 
ezuela near Puerto Ordaz. 


The volume of wholesale and retail 
trade was lower in November 1953, 
attributed partly to street construction 
in downtown Cara which disrupted 
traffic and normal business activity. 
Bank collections of trade and import 
bills in the Federal District were re- 
ported as being only fair; collections 
from the interior showed no improve- 
ment. Demand for money continued 
strong, and interest rates were firm. 

The volume of trading on the Caracas 
stock exchange was higher than in 
October, price declines being registered 
generally except for bank, public utility, 
and cement shares. Real-estate transac- 
tions were slow; despite’ the fact that 
offers exceeded demand, prices were 
unchanged. 


Production of heavy crude petroleum 
was increased to meet the better world 
demand for fuel oil, and overall country 
oil production reached an average of 
1,870,487 barrels a day for the week 
ended November 23, the highest rate 
since the week ended January 5, 1953. 
Crude-oil production for the period 
January 1-November 23, 1953, averaged 
1,745,400 barrels a day, compared with 
an average of 1,803,972 barrels a day for 
the entire year 1952. 


Fertilizer Plant Planned 


Plans are being considered by an 
American chemical firm and a local 
American petroleum producer and refin- 
er to construct an ammonium nitrate or 
sulfate fertilizer plant, utilizing some 
of the oil company’s natural gas, with 
the possibility that part of production 
could be converted to nitric acid for use 
in the manufacture of dynamite. Pre- 
liminary studies indicate that a plant of 
small capacity can be operated at a 
profit even to supply the current limited 
quantity of fertilizer consumed locally. 
This project is independent of the 
studies of the Venezuelan Development 
Corporation for the construction of a 
US$6-million chemical fertilizer plant. 

The Venezuelan Government has pur- 
chased the stock of the C. A. National 
Telefonos de Venezuela held by British 
interests. The agreed price for 20,000 
shares of common stock was 29,900,000 
bolivars, or US$8,970,000. In addition, 
the Government will pay the British 
group 4,195,000 bolivars, or US$1,259,- 
000, to liquidate a claim outstanding 





against the telephone company for 
equipment and materials. Payment is 
te be made in annual installments over 
5 years, beginning April 1954. As the 
Government is now the majority stock- 
holder in the company, it proposes 
to incorporate the system with the 
126,535,000-bolivar (US$37,960,000) au- 
tomatic system being constructed for 
the Government by Swiss-German 
interests. 


Reports from Buenos Aires on the 
unfavorable reception in Argentina of 
the U. S. declaration that beef was in 
surplus supply and would be sold to the 
United Kingdom for sterling, brought 
immediate reaction among farm and 
industrial groups in Venezuela. These 
groups fear that a policy of “dumping” 
is being adopted by the United States. 
The Venezuelan view is that dumping 
has not yet begun but that surpluses in 
the United States must be sold abroad. 
Those who expressed a fear of dumping 
proposed taking protective measures in 
anticipation of excessive exports from 
the United States. 


Japanese Interested in Market 


A 25-member French commercial 
mission arrived in Venezuela in early 
November for an 8-day session of offi- 
cial visits and conferences, and meetings 
with representatives of commercial, in- 
dustrial, and banking organizations. 


A Japanese charge d'affaires arrived 
on November 26. His visit, together 
with the visit of a Japanese commercial 
mission, indicates the interest which the 
Japanese have in developing the Vene- 
zuelan market. This is the first Japanese 
diplomatic representative assigned to 
Venezuela in 12 years. 

The Government announced the or- 
ganization of a Superior Council for 
Production, to be composed of the 
President, members of his Cabinet, the 
director of the newly established Office 
of Special Studies, and the president of 
the Venezuelan Development Corpora- 
tion. 

The council will determine Govern- 
ment measures in a continuing program 
to strengthen the national economy by 
a country-wide increase of production. 
It is indicated that the council will be a 
policy and planning body, and imple- 
mentation of its decisions will be the 
task of the Venezuelan Development 
Corporation and other appropriate Gov- 
ernment agencies and offices.—Emb., 
Caracas. 
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Britain Expands Capital 
Investment in Canada 


British capital investment in Canada 
has shown a sharp rise in 1953, and still 
further growth is forecast for 1954, ac- 
cording. to authoritative sources -in 
Canada. 

The Ontario Minister of Planning and 
Development estimates that such invest- 
ment will amount to C$150 million in 
1953 compared with an annual rate of 
about C$30 million in recent years 
through 1952. He noted that some 40 
or 50 British branch plants have been 
established in Ontario alone during 
1953; that 17 British construction and 
contracting firms have set up branches 
in Canada, almost all with offices in 
Ontario; and that 7 British financial 
houses have set up Canadian facilities 
in Ontario alone. 

The financial concerns, it is under- 
stood, will invest in a wide range of 
enterprises from petroleum and mineral 
development to manufacturing, con- 
struction, and services. Canadian repre- 
sentatives of British agencies also have 
confirmed a decided growth in invest- 
ment in Canada and have forecast 
additional growth ir. 1954. 

British firms making the investments 
did not expect an early repatriation of 
net profits to the United Kingdom but 
expected that these profits would be 
plowed back to increase capital invest- 
ment in Canada, according to comments 
made by British businessmen to British 
representatives in Toronto who are con- 
cerned with capital investment and 
stimulating British exports to Canada. 
Although this would not bring about 
any direct early easing of the dollar 
gap in British-Canadian trade balances, 
it may tend to favor the use of British 
materials and equipment by British 





Portuguese Trade Drops 


Portuguese imports in the first 9 
months of 1953 were about 14 percent 
less than in the like period of 1952, 
while exports were down about 16 per- 
cent, according to the Minister of 
Economy. 

Exports to the United States and 
Canada increased, however, while im- 
ports from those areas decreased, with 
the result that trade with the dollar 
area was nearly in balance. The decline 
in total exports is beginning to show 
depressive effects in many sectors of 
national economic life, according to the 
Minister, and a major objective of the 
Government is to find means 6f improv- 
ing export markets. 

In view of the reduced world demand 
for wolfram, producers have renewed 
their petitions for elimination of the 
heavy surtax on exports, and there are 
rumors that a further revision of, the 
surtax ig being considered.—Emb., 
Lisbon, 








subsidiaries in Canada or Canadian 
companies in which there is substantial 
financial interest. 


A strong drive also is being made to 
capture for British companies a portion 
of the Canadian market for construc- 
tion, earth-moving, and materials-hand- 
ling equipment which might develop in 
connection with the proposed St. 
Lawrence seaway and power project. 
One British source has noted that it 
would be possible through this means 
alone to close the dollar gap in Brit- 
ain’s trade with Canada.—Cons. Gen., 
Toronto. 





Canadian Economy... 
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cial and Federal gpolicy. Two companies 
contending for a license to send gas 
eastward, one of them by a route which 
would go south of the border at one 
point, were told by the Petroleum and 
Gas Conservation Board of the Province 
to amalgamate for the building of a 
single line which would assure a suffi- 
cient market and permit higher prices 
to western producers as well as lower 
prices to eastern consumers. 

The Ottawa government, meanwhile, 
placed before Parliament a bill to give 
the Dominion Board of Transport juris- 
diction over international and inter- 
Provincial oil and gas pipelines and to 
require companies operating them to 
obtain a charter from Parliament. 


October Imports Fall 


The latest foreign-trade returns, 
which are for October, show imports 
lower than in the corresponding month 
of 1952, for the first time in 1953. They 
were also lower than in September 1953, 
contrary to the usual seasonal trend. 
The total, estimated preliminarily at 
C$361.5 million, compares with C$372.8 
million in September and C$376.4 mil- 
lion in October 1952. Exports, at C$347.8 
million, were higher for the month than 
in September but considerably under 
the C$379.3 million reported for October 
1952. 

Imports for the 10 months in 1953 
were valued at C$3,701.5 million and 
exports at C$3,456.5 million, compared 
with C$3,321.9 million for imports and 
C$3,570.2 million for exports in the 10 
months of 1952. 

Trade with the United States reg- 
istered most of the fall in imports dur- 
ing October 1953. Exports to this coun- 
try also declined from September and 
were lower than in October 1952. Ten 
months’ trade with the United States is 
reported at C$2,740.9 million for imports 
and C$2,035.5 million for exports, as 


compared with C$2,447.5 million and. 


C$1,911.2 million, respectively in the 
corresponding period of 1952. 





Pan American World Airways will 
add 50 percent to its eargo lift in 1954 
to provide space for sales of 100 mil- 
lion pounds of cargo throughout the 
world, the airline has announced, 





Price Up on Foreign 
Commerce Yearbook 


The Superintendent of Docu- 
ments has announced that it has 
become necessary to increase the 
price of “Foreign Commerce Year- 
book—1951” by 25 cents, to $1.75. 

The publication is obtainable 
from the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C., or 
from U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. 











First Hydroelectric Plant 
Operates in Faroe Islands 


The first hydroelectric plant in the 
Faroe Islands began partial operation 
on December 6, according to the Danish 
press, It is equipped with a 3,000-horse- 
power turbine, with provision for in- 


stallation of an additional unit of 5,000 
horespower, 


The plant will serve 20,000 persons, of 
the total population of 32,000, and dis- 
tribution will cover the three largest 
islands. Annual output is estimated at 
8 million kw. hr., or 400 kw. hr. per 
inhabitant of the district served, and 
expansion to 15 million kw. hr. is 
possible. 

The plant and other installations cost 
15 million -Danish crowns, financed as 
follows, in million crowns: Loan from 
Danish Government, 7; Marshall Plan 

t, 3; local savings-bank loan, 2; 
loan by municipalities, 1; and contribu- 
tion by municipalities, to be’ recovered 
through a local sales tax, 1. A loan for 
the remaining 1 million crowns is being 
sought, 





Foreign Gold ... 


(Continued from Page 5) 


tures during the first 3 quarters of 1953 
were about 10 percent higher than in 
1952. 


The $300-million decline in exports of 
goods and services, other than those 
under the military aid programs, was 
partly due to lower incomes on private 
U. S. investments abroad, but mostly 
to lower exports of manufactured goods, 
producer’s as well as consumer’s. Agri- 
cultural exports remained relatively 
stable. 


Most of the improvement in the for- 
eign dollar position accrued to conti- 
nental Western Europe, The: Canadian 
position also improved, largely as a 
result, of lower purchases in the United 
States and smaller repayments of debts. 
The rise in gold and dollar assets of 
the United Kingdom slowed down, how- 
ever, mainly because of reduced U. S. 
expenditures for new materials origi- 
nating in the sterling area. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Director for Foreign- 
Trade Zones Appointed 


Appointment of Joseph M. Marrone, 
of Utica, N. Y., as Executive Director 
for Foreign-Trade Zone Operations has 


been announced by Samuel W. spa 


son, Assistant Secretary of Commerce 
for International Affairs. 


In announcing the appointment, 
Secretary Anderson said: “Creation of 
this new staff post of Executive 
Director for Foreign-Trade Zone Oper- 
ations reflects the increasing attention 
which the Commerce Department is 
giving to foreign trade promotion, Mr. 
Marrone will assist the present foreign- 
trade zones in every way possible, and 
will aid businessmen and public officials 
in the development of additional for- 
eign-trade zones where needed.” 

Foreign-trade zones are useful facil- 
ities for both exporters and importers. 
They are segregated areas located in or 
near U. S. ports of entry into which 
foreign and domestic goods may be 
brought without being subject to the 
customs laws governing the entry of 
goods or the payment of duty. Such 
merchandise may be stored, manu- 
factured, or mixed and manipulated, and 
if reexported, is not subject to the pay- 
ment of duty. Zone facilities may be 
used for the exhibition of foreign mer- 
chandise without bond, and with no re- 
quirement of exportation or duty pay- 
ment. And, they afford a variety of 
possibilities for savings and expedition 
in the handling of imported merchan- 
dise. 

The Foreign-Trade Zones Board is 
headed by Secretary of Commerce 
Weeks as Chairman. Other members are 
Secretary of the Treasury George M. 
Humphrey and Secretary of the Army 
Robert T. Stevens. A Committee of 
Alternates, headed by Assistant Secre- 
tary of Commerce Anderson, supervises 
operations for the Board. 


Zones Set Up at Five Cities 

At present foreign-trade zones are 
established at New York, New Orleans, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Seattle. 
In the past fiscal year they handled 
approximately $146 million in merchan- 
dise. 

Mr. Marrone is a former banker and 
one-time assistant commerical attache 
for the Commerce Department over- 
seas. In 1920, he was one of the organ- 
izers, vice president, and director of the 
Peoples Bank of Utica. 

In 1927 Secretary of Commerce 
Herbert Hoover appointed Mr. Marrone 
a special trade commissioner of the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce for the Mediterranean Basin, 
attached to the American Embassy in 
Rome, Italy. He was later design7ted 
an assistant commercial attache at large 


January 4, 1954 


United States and Uruguay Effect Tariff 
Concessions Negotiated Under GATT 


The President has issued a proclama- 
tion which gave effect as of December 
16, 1953, to certain tariff concessions 
initially negotiated with Uruguay in 
1949 within the framework of the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 


‘These concessions had been withheld 


pending Uruguay’s accession to the 
Agreement. 

Because of the lapse of time since 
1949 and the serious problems which 
have arisen. in the cattle and beef indus- 
try in this country, the President is not 
in this Proclamation making effective 
the duty reductions provided for in the 
1949 Agreement with respect to canned 
beef, pickled and cured beef and veal, 
and meat extract, but is binding the 
present rates of duty on these items 
against increase. The U. S. Government 
has initiated discussions with the Uru- 
guayan Government regarding these 
concessions. 

The President’s action followed Uru- 
guay’s signature on November 16, 1953, 
of the Annecy and Torquay Protocols 
to the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade, making Uruguay a party to 
the Agreement on December 16, 1953. 
These protocols provide that, on this 
date, Uruguay will give effect to the 
concessions which it negotiated at An- 
necy, France, in 1949, as modified and 
supplemented by negotiations at Tor- 


* quay, England, in 1950-51, and that the 


other contracting parties to the Agree- 
ment also will give effect to any con- 
cessions negotiated with Uruguay that 
may have been withheld pending Uru- 
guay’s signature. 

In addition to an undertaking by 
Uruguay not to impose duties higher 
than those specified for a number of 
products of interest to U. S. exporters, 
the Agreement provides for the making 
of adjustments by Uruguay in fixed 
official valuations (‘‘aforos”) which Ur- 
uguay uses as a basis for assessing ad 
valorem rates of duty. Such adjust- 
ments are to be brought about without 
any increase in the resulting incidence 
of duties as compared with the inci- 
dence at the time the concessions were 
negotiated. 

Among the U. S. concessions initially 
negotiated with Uruguay which were 





for Europe, North Afriea, and the. Near 
East. In May 1933, he resigned from 
Government service and became a 
foreign-trade consultant. In 1940, the 
Pan American Union named him execu- 
tive secretary of the Inter-American 
Commercial Arbitration Commission. 

In 1944 he became assistant vice 
president of the Hibernia National Bank 
in New Orleans, La., and later vice 
president in charge of its foreign depart- 
ment. 


withheld pending Uruguay’s signature 
are the following to which effect is 
given as of December 16, 1953. 

@ The duty on cattle hides, now 5 
percent ad valorem, will be reduced to 
4 percent ad valorem. 

@ Binding of the existing duty be- 
comes effective on casein. 

@ Existing duty-free status of the fol- 
lowing becomes bound against change: 
unmanufactured agates, dried blood; 
crude bones; bones, ground, ash, dust, 
meal, and flour; animal carbon for ferti- 


lizer; and tankage, unfit for human 
consumption. 


Change Made in Field 
Office Operation 


A change in the administrative oper- 
ation of the Department of Commerce 
Field Offices has been announced by 
Guy E. Wyatt, Acting Director of the 
Field Service. Effective January 1, 1954, 
the regional office setup was discon- 
tinued, and the line of authority now 
goes from the Director of the Field 
Service to the managers of the 33 offices 
in the field. 


Under a regional plan adopted in De- 
cember 1950 by the agencies adminis- 
tering production, price, and manpower 
controls under the Defense Production 
Act, regional offices were established in 
Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, 
Dallas, Denver, Kansas City, Minneapo- 
lis, New York, Philadelphia, Richmond, 
San Francisco, and Seattle. These of- 
fices were administratively responsible 
for the district offices within their re- 
gions. 

With the elimination of many of the 
production controls and the reduction in 
the number of Commerce Field Offices, 
there was no further need for a regional 
setup, Mr. Wyatt said. Under the new 
plan each of the 33 Field Offices of the 
Department will report direct to Wash- 
ington, thereby speeding up decisions 
and actions on administrative matters. 

In addition to the offices named above 
other offices affected by the new plan 
are the Field Offices of the Department 
in Albuquerque, Buffalo, Charleston 
(S. C.), Cheyenne, Cincinnati, Detroit, 
El Paso, Houston, Jacksonville, Los 
Angeles, Memphis, Miami, New Orleans, 
Phoenix, Pittsburgh, Portland (Ore.), 
Reno, St. Louis, Salt Lake City, and 
Savannah. 








Takengon Paper Enterprise has been 
chartered to carry out one of the long- 
term projects under Indonesia’s urgency 
industrial plan—a mill to produce an- 
nually 25,000 tons of newsprint and 
18,000 tons of pulp. 
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British Token Import Plan Extended: Colombia Removes Items 
New Procedures To Be Established From Prohibited List 


The British Token Import Plan will be extended through 1954, but 
new procedures and regulations will be established for operation of the 
plan, the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has announced. 


The new procedures are now 
Board of Trade, BFC said. 

The British Token Import Plan, es- 
tablished with the United. States in 
1946, enables eligible U. S. manufactur- 
ers or their agents to export to the 
United Kingdom token shipments of 
specified commodities whose importa- 
tion from dollar sources generally is 
prohibited by the British Government. 


As in 1953, eligible participants veil 
be permitted to make shipments in 
1954 under the plan in an amount 
not exceeding 30 percent of the individ- 
ual firm’s average annual shipments of 
the specified commodities to the United 
Kingdom in.the base years 1936, 1937, 
and 1938. 

BFC said the list of approved com- 
modities remains the same as that for 
1953. Included are certain food and 
drink items; _tobacco manufactures; 
specified products of leather, rubber, 
cotton, wool, linen, and synthetic fibers; 
wearing apparel; wood and paper prod- 
ucts; specified manufactures of glass, 
clay, iron, steel, and aluminum; elec- 
trical apparatus; agricultural and gar- 
den machinery; photographic goods; 
office supplies; sporting goods; and 
other miscellaneous items. 

Some Restrictions Removed 


Although no new items are added to 
the approved list, restrictions in three 
categories are removed. 

The entire quota available for wom- 
en’s full-fashioned stockings now may 
be used for imports of nylon stockings. 
Formerly, nylon stockings were limited 
to one-third of the available quota. 

Lace-trimmed garments also may now 
be imported to the full amount of 
quotas available for each of the follow- 
ing commodity groups: Artificial silk 
clothing, children’s outer garments, 
corsets, girdles, and brassieres, garter 
and sanitary belts, underwear of mate- 
rial other than artificial silk, women’s 
dresses other than of silk or artificial 
silk, women’s felt hats, and leather 
gloves. Previously, lace-trimmed gar- 
ments were limited to one-seventh of 
the specified quota for each group. 

Imports of personal and baby scales, 
heretofore not included under the plan, 
are now permitted under “weighing 
apparatus.” 

In addition, if requested the British 


Board of Trade, which is the British’ 


licensing authority, is again prepared to 
grant licenses for import of cotton 
dresses against token scrip issued to 
eligible U. S. manufacturers or their 
authorized agents who exported rayon 
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being worked out with the British 





dresses to the United Kingdom during 
the base period. 


Details of the new procedures for 1954 
operations are expected to be reported 
within a few weeks, BFC said. At that 
time BFC also will notify past par- 
ticipants in the plan. Every effort will 
then be made to expedite distribution of 
revised application forms and processing 
of applications. 





lrish Duties on Scourers 
Now Cover Components 


The Irish customs duties on pot 
scourers have been extended to cover 
iron and steel wool, artificial plastic 
material for manufacturing pot scour- 
ers, and the finished pot scourers of 
this plastic material, by a Government 
order effective December 4. 

The coverage of these duties—full 
rate of 33143 percent ad valorem and 
preferential rate of 22% percent for 
imports from the United Kingdom and 
Canada—was extended because of the 
opening of a new factory near Dublin 
for the manufacture of steel wool, and 
steel, copper, nylon, and plastic pot 
scourers.—Emb., Dublin. 





New Zealand Cancels 
Lumber Licensing 


All lumber is now free from 
New Zealand import licensing, the 
Minister of Industries and Com- 
merce has announced. 


This action is of direct impor- 
tance to U. S. exporters of lum- 
ber to New Zealand, as in the 
past import of lumber from the 
United States has. required a 
license. 


However, although this require- 
ment is now canceled, the New 
Zealand foreign-exchange alloca- 
tion program remains applicable. 
Thus an importer seeking to im- 
port lumber from the United 
States will be required either to 
use part of his, basic foreign-ex- 
change allocation or to apply to 
the New Zealand Reserve Bank 
for additional foréign exchange.— 
Emb., Wellington. ’ 











A number of items have been re- 
moved from the Colombian list of pro- 
hibited imports, by decree No. 3,026 of 
November 21. 

The new items that now may be im- 
ported freely are the following: 

Tariff item No. 16, Other fresh, chilled, 
or frozen meats except bacon. 

(Refers to other than butcher’s meat (a) 
beef and veal, (b) mutton and lamb, (c) 
pork exclusive of bacon, (d) _horseflesh; 
dead poultry; and dead game, Slaughtered 


animals and edible viscera separately im- 
ported under item No. 13.) 


18, Meats in brine, dried, smoked, cooked, 
or otherwise plainly prepared: (b) Others 
(refers to meat other than ham, which is 
classified under item No. 18 (a) ) 


116. Sausage, bologna sausages and similar 
items. 


117, Other prepared and canned meats: (a) 
Liver pastes of all types; (b) others, distinct 
from those included under position 18._ 

(Refers to meat other than sausages and 
the like, liver sausages of every kind.) 


118, Solid or liquid meat extracts, including 
those flavored with vegetable substances. 


(Commodities corresponding to the forego- 
ing tariff positions heretofore were importable 
through use of export certificates; henceforth 
such certificates are not required.) 


572 (d), Plain square-weave cotton textiles*> 
(a) Mercerized, shiny-finished, moires, _— 
fres, weighing per square meter: (1) ss 
than 60 grams. 


Ex782, Aluminum kitchen utensils, made of 
duraluminum “‘‘anticorodal’’ aluminum, and 
manganese aluminum alloy. (According to 
Bogota customs authorities anticorodal alu- 
minum is a German formula.) 


A single importation by the Planta 
Colombiana de Soda of 3,000 tons of 
“sodium hydroxide, or caustic soda, is 
also provided for by the decree, and is 
subject to the corresponding customs 
duties under tariff position No. 224. 

The prohibition of imports of caustic 
soda except rayon-type caustic soda and 
preparations based on caustic soda; so- 
dium carbonate; and sodium bicarbonate 
is extended to December 31, 1954. Previ- 
ously the prohibition on such imports 
was extended from June 30 to Decem- 
ber 31, 1953.—Emb., Bogota. 





Guatemala Tightens Controls 
On Importation of Tallow 


Guatemalan importers of beef, mut- 
ton, and synthetic tallow must purchase 
domestic tallow in the amount of 50 
percent of their imports, by a resolu- 
tion effective December 9. 

Before importers may withdraw tal- 
low from customhouses they must sub- 
mit proof, in the form of invoices, from 
domestic wholesalers, that they have 
purchased domestic tallow in the speci- 
fied amount of the quantity to be im- 
ported. Such invoices must be dated 
within 2 months of the arrival of the 
imported tallow. 

Previously importers were required 
to purchdse domestic tallow equal to 
20 percent of their imports (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Dec. 22, 1952, p. 26). 
—Emb., Guatemala. 
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Greek-Austrian Trade 
Agreement Renewed 


A protocol signed in Athens on No- 
vember 7 extends the Greek-Austrian 
trade agreement of 1950 for a further 
12 months to September 30, 1954. 


Trade between the two countries will 
be governed by the general import reg- 
ulations currently in effect in >~ 
countries. ’ 

Inasmuch as Greece has instituted al- 
most complete liberalization of imports 
since last April, its commodity list B, 
covering imports of Austrian products, 
provides quotas only for machinery and 
mechanical equipment and_ supplies 
still requiring a license from the Greek 
Ministry of Industry. as a measure of 
protection of local industries manufac- 
turing similar articles. 


On the other hand, as Austria has 
liberalized its import trade only to the 
extent of about 50 percent, Greece’s list 
A provides quotas for a variety of basic 
Greek export products still subject. to 
licensing. 

Greece imported from Austria in the 
last year of the agreement, October 1, 
1952, to September 30, 1953, goods to 
a value of $5 million, whereas Austrian 
purchases from Greece amounted to 
$4.4 million. Principal Greek imports 
were lumber, fertilizers, woodpulp, 
paper and paper products, machinery, 
woolen yarns, and other manufactures. 
Tobacco made up more than half of 
Austria’s purchases from Greece, and 
the remainder consisted mainly of dried 
fruits, pyrites, olive oil, citrus fruits, 
and iron ore.—Emb., Athens. 





Swiss, Czechoslovaks Sign 
New Treaty of Commerce 


A new Swiss-Czechoslovak treaty of 
commerce was signed in Bern on No- 
vember 27. Most-favored-nation treat- 
ment is provided.for both signatories. 


The instrument replaces the Swiss- 
Czechoslovak treaty of commerce dated 
February 16, 1927, but differs from that 
treaty in that it makes no provision for 
binding duty rates. Existing customs 
conventions and bindings of duty rates 
will remain in effect, but they may be 
rescinded by either contracting party 
upon 1 month’s notice. 


Switzerland is free to apply the pro- 
visions of its new customs tariff vis-a- 
vis Czechoslovakia after it is published, 
-regardless of the provisions of the cur- 
rent Swiss tariff. 


The new treaty requires approval of 
the Swiss national legislature. It will 
enter into force 30 days after the in- 
struments of ratification are exchanged 
by the two nations.—Emb., Bern. 

XN 

U. Sz general imports dropped to 
$813.6 million in October, from — 
million in September, 
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Ecuador To Import Some 
Cotton Duty Free 


Duty-free import into Ecuador 
of a quantity of cotton sufficient 
to satisfy the needs of domestic 
users of the fiber was approved in 
November by legislative decree. 

Cotton imported under this de- 
cree will be free of all other im- 
port charges. Foreign exchange 
for payment of the cotton will be 
approved at the official exchange 
rate of 15 sucres to the U. S. 
dollar. 

The Ecuadoran Minister of 
Economy will be responsible for 
controlling the quantity imported 
and for insuring that the coun- 
try’s textile manufacturers utilize 
all available domestically produced 
cotton.—Emb., Quito. 











Guatemala Raises Duties 
On Alcoholic Beverages 


Guatemalan import duties on certain 
wines, whisky, and beer were increased 
sharply by a congressional decree effec- 
tive December 10, for the stated pur- 
pose of increasing Government revenues 
and conserving foreign exchange. 

Items affected and their new duties 
per gross kilogram, in U. S. currency, 
with former rates shown in parentheses 
are as follows: 


221-1-0-4, White or red sparkling wines, 
2.00 (1.00). 

221-1-0-5, Champagne, 2.20 (1.20). 
221-2-0-1, Wines of unspecified 
Hy ere or not, including sparkling wines 


O21 8-01, peer of all kinds in glass con- 
tainers, 0.60 

221-3-0-2, Man of all kinds in unspecified 
containers, 0.90 (0.80). 

222-2-0-1, Unspecified spiritous beverages 
with alcoholic content not exceeding 50° Gay- 
Lussac, bottled, 3.50 (2.50). 

222-2-0-2, Same, not bottled, 5.00 (4.00). 

222-2- 0-3, Liqueurs and cordials, not speci- 
fied, with alcoholic content my exceeding 50° 
Gay- Lussac, bottled, 3.50 (2. 

222-2-0-4, Same, not Dottied. 5.00 (4.00). 


Despite the increase in duties on beer 
it is understood the prohibition on beer 
imports instituted on April 4, 1951, re- 
mains in effect.—Emb., Guatemala. 





Switzerland, Hungary Renew 
Trade Agreement for 1 Year 


The Swiss-Hungarian trade agree- 
ment, originally signed on March 28, 
1953, and due to expire October 1, 1953, 
has been extended for 1 year to Septem- 
ber 30, 1954, through an exchange of 
notes on November 30, 1953, between 
the Swiss Legation at Budapest and 
the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign 
Commerce. 


No change is made in the quota lists 
of the agreement.—Emb., Bern. 


fruits, 
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Survey Report Required, 
On Shipments to Burma 


U. S. exports to Burma became sub- 
ject to preshipment survey, effective 
January 1, under the provisions of an 
announcement by the Exchange Control 
Department of the Union Bank of 
Burma on November 26, 1953. 


The new measure is applicable to all 
countries and is designed to eliminate 
the possibility of fraudulent invoices, 
which in the past few months have 
accounted for a considerable loss of 
foreign exchange for Burma. 


Burmese importers are expected to 
advise their correspondents overseas not 
to negotiate drafts under letters of 
credit unless a survey report, with 
other relative documents, has been pre- 
sented to authorized Burmese banks. 
Foreign exchange will not be remitted 
in payment for shipments not made in 
compliance with regulations. 


Survey reports are acceptable only 
from surveyors of international repute 
who have no commercial activities. They 
must cover quantities and quality of the 
goods shipped, as follows: 


@ Number of parcels or pieces. 

@ Number of parcels and quantity of 
each. 

@ Total weight. 

@ Total length and other measure- 
ments. 

@ Commercial definition and descrip- 
tion of commodity. 

@ Grade and type. 

@ Chemical and/or physical analysis. 

The survey must be so conducted as 
to insure that the parcels or consign- 
ments surveyed are actually shipped. 


Some Goods Exempt 


No survey report is required for the 
following: 

@ Goods imported by 
Departments. 

@ Goods usually exempted from pay- 
ment of customs duties, such as passen- 
ger’s goods, free gifts for missionary 
societies and other charitable institu- 
tions, etc. 

@ Newspapers, periodicals, magazines, 
and books. 

@ Advertising matter 
free distribution. 

@ Fresh fruits; fresh onions; fresh 
garlic; betel leaves; fresh eggs; loose 
butter and cheese; fresh, chilled, frozen, 
or smoked meat and fish. 

@ Any goods the value of which does 
not exceed 250 kyats (US$52.50.). 

These regulations have been applica- 
ble to shipments from Malaya, Hong 
Kong, Japan, and India since October 
26, 1953. 


Government 


imported for 





U. S. exports in the first 10 months 
of 1953 were valued at $13,127.8 million, 
compared with-a total of $12,595.6 mil- 
lion in the corresponding period of 1952. 
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Swedish and East German Agencies Conclude 


Private Compensation 


An arrangement providing for ex- 
change of goods on a compensation 
basis in the calendar year 1954 was con- 
cluded on December 3 between the pri- 
vate Foreign Compensation Trade Com- 
pany of Sweden (SUKAB) and the East 
German Domestic and Foreign Trading 
Organization (DIA). 


The arrangement provides for ship- 
ment of Swedish goods to a value of 84 
million crowns and East German goods 
to a value of 62 million (1 crown= 
US$0.19). In addition, provision is made 
for completion of delivery of Swedish 
goods included under the 1953 arrange- 
ment to a value of 6 million crowns and 
of East German goods to a value of 28 
million crowns. Thus the new arrange- 
ment is expected to result in a mutual 
exchange of goods to a total value of 
90 million crowns in 1954. 


Among Swedish goods to be exported 


to East Germany are agricultural and- 


food products having a combined value 
of about 60 million crowns; iron and 
steel to a value of 11,5 million; and 
machinery, tanning materials, safety 
razor blades, and woodpulp and paper 
in the same amounts as set forth in 
quota lists attached to the 1953 ar- 


West Germany Ends 


ColombianAgreement 


The Federal Republic of Germany 
has denounced its trade agreement with 
Colombia, as publicly announced, be- 
cause of Western Germany’s desire for 
a change in the method of payment of 
balances due that country. 


The agreement was of the compensa- 
tion type, and shipments were credited 
and debited in special open accounts set 
up in each country. Any balance in ex- 
cess of $11 million was payable upon 
demand by means of New York funds. 

Germany now desires an arrangement 
whereby payment will be on a current 
basis in free U. S. dollars for shipments 
made in either direction, according to 
the local press and official sources. 

The denounced agreement was signed 
in December 1951 and became effective 
on February 17, 1952. It provided for a 
yearly exchange of commodities in both 
diréctions to a value of $45 million. 

Both Colombian and German sources 
in Bogota state that the agreement will 
be renegotiated early in 1954.—Emb., 
Bogota, 








U. S. exports of inedible vegetable 
products, except fibers and wood, ad- 
vanced from $70 million in September 
to $78 million in October, largely as a 
result of higher exports of soybeans, 
except canned, the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
has announced, 
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Trade Arrangement 


rangement. The agricultural and food 
items include fish to a value of 21 mil- 
lion crowns; canned fish, 8 million 
crowns; butter, 18 million; cheese, 3 
million; eggs, 2.2 million; and unspeci- 
fied quantities of seed grain and red 
whortleberries. 

East German exports to Sweden are 
to include brown coal briquettes to a 
value of 8 million crowns; potassium 
salt, 12 million; automobiles, 5 million; 
and textiles, Glauber salts, chemicals, 
china, and glassware. 


Syria Lifts Ban on 
Number of Articles 


The list of products that now may be 
imported into Syria under authority of 
Ministry of National Economy decision 
No. 1103, dated November 21, 1953, is as 
follows: 





Statuettes used for decoration or ornamen- 
tation, manufactured from stone or other 
minerals, tariff item No. 644; from pdttery, 
—_ No. 658; or from ordinary metals, No. 


Travel bags for moving clothes and other 
effects, manufactured from leather, tariff item 
No. 360; from wood No. 405d; or from card- 
board, No. 430. 

Corsets and brassieres, No. 593. 


es flowers, leaves, and fruits, No. 


Brilliantine, cosmetics, and hair oil, No. 
319 d. 


Cotton gloves, No. 583/a 2. 


The following drinks and alcoholic bever- 
ages: Wines of .subtariff item No. 153/b— 
wines other than liqueurs and those contain- 
ing more than 15 degrees centesimal; vins 
mousseux, item No. 154/b with its two sub- 
etitles; Wines prepared from aromatic plants 
(vermouth and the like), liqueurs and dessert 
wines, aperitifs with wine base, and wines 
containing more than 15 degrees centesimal. 
No. 155: fermented drinks extracted from 
fruits other than grapes, No. 155; such li- 
quors as rum and the like, No. 157 with all 
its subtariffs; ethyl alcohols, including de- 
natured, No. 158; liqueurs and sweetened 
alcoholic drinks including perfumed, No. 159. 


Import of these commodities had been 
prohibited since October and November 
1952, 





South Africa Lifts Ban 
On U.S. Hog Casings 


The Union of South Africa on 
December 11, 1953, lifted its ban 
imposed last July on imports 
from the United States of bacon, 
ham, and sausage casings derived 
from swine. 

The original prohibition was 
adopted as a temporary precau- 
tionary measure against the hog 
disease vesicular exanthema 
known to exist in the United 
States (Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, Aug. 31, 1953, p. 8).—Emb., 
Pretoria. 











Ireland, Ceylon Sign 
General Trade Pact 


A general trade agreement has been 
signed by the Governments of Ireland 
and Ceylon. 


Each country will afford all reason- 
able facilities for admission of the 
products of the other, and special con- 
sideration will be given to products of 
particular importance to the economy 
of the exporting country. 


Among important Irish exports are 
livestock, meat, dairy products, infant 
foods, textiles, boots and shoes, paper 
products, hardware, beverages, and cig- 
arettes. 

Principal Ceylonese exports are listed 
as tea, rubber, coconut products, vege- 
table oils, spices, graphite, and precious 
and semiprecious stones. 

Irish imports from Ceylon in the 
calendar year 1952 were valued at ap- 
proximately £342,000. Tea imports from 
Ceylon amounted to £148,000, and im- 
ports of coconut oil, corn fiber, and 
edible nuts totaled £174,000, 

Irish exports to Ceylon in the same 
period amounted to approximately 
£137,000, of which roughly 70 percent 
was made up of infant and invalid 
foods. The only other export of any 
significance was dried milk. 

Irish imports from Ceylon in the first 
9 months of 1953 amounted roughly to 
£188,000, but no commodity breakdown 
is available. Irish exports to Ceylon in 
this period totaled approximately £82,- 
000, of which infant and invalid foods 
constituted almost the entire amount.— 
Emb., Dublin. 





Costa Rica Now Permits 
Export of Some Heifers 


Export from Costa Rica of heifers 
three-quarters or more purebred was 
authorized for the first time by decree 
No. 1693, effective December 4. 

Previously all female cattle of less 
than 4 years of age were prohibited 
export from the country. 

No cattle raiser may export more 
than 50 percent of the number of such 
heifers produced during the previous 
year, and Ministry of Agriculture and 
Industries export permits are required. 

The breeding of thoroughbred cattle 
in Costa Rica has progressed to such 
an extent that there is a. demand for 
heifers from neighboring countries, in- 
cluding Cuba, Colombia, and Venezuela, 
as well, as Nicaragua and Panama. 
Most of the purebred cattle in Costa 
Rica are Jerseys and Guernseys, in 
about equal proportions.—Emb., San 
Jose. 





The South African citrus crop, includ- 
ing oranges, grapefruit, and lemons, is 
estimated at 7,559,000 boxes for the crep 
year ending February 28, 1954, 
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Norwegian-Swedish Trade 
Pact Extended 1 Year 


Norway and Sweden have agreed to 
extend for 1 year the proyision of their 
commodity exchange agreement cover- 
ing the calendar year 1953, by a proto- 
col signed in Stockholm on November 
16. 


Norwegian exports include marine 
fats and oils, sulfur, nickel, and altmi- 
num. Norway will import from Swedty 
iron and steel, base metal products; 
machinery, and transportation equip- 
ment, mainly ships. 

Norwegian exports to Sweden in the 
first 9 months of 1953 declined to $34,- 
943,000, compared with $42,338,000 in 
the corresponding period of 1952, 
whereas imports from Sweden rose to 
$91,092,000, as against $83,938,000 in 
the 1952 period. 


ECUADOR 


Removes Export Taxes 


All taxes, both local and national, 
have been abolished on Ecuadoran ex- 
ports of vegetable ivory and castor 
beans (tagua nut and higuerilla), as of- 
ficially announced in Quito on Novem- 
ber 10. 

The reason given for removal of the 
taxes is the fall in world market prices 
of these products and the resulting in- 
ability of Ecuadoran shippers to export 
profitably after paying the export tax.— 
Emb., Quito. 


MADAGASCAR 


Raises Import Taxes 


Madagascan import taxes have been 
increased for various commodities, in- 
cluding some petroleum products, pho- 
tographic products, paper, clocks, and 
watches and parts, by an order of No- 
vember 23, 

The new rates, in percent ad valorem 
unless otherwise shown, with former 
rates shown in parentheses, are as fol- 
lows: 











Films, including motion picture films, 
plates, developing paper, and chemicals, 20 
(16); waste paper, 16 (9); clocks, watches, 
and parts, 20 (16). 

Playing cards, 75 CFA francs (50 CFA 
francs); light petroleum products other than 
kerosene, 4.50 CFA francs a liter, with a 
minimum levy of 15 percent ad valorem (2.20 
CFA francs with a minimum levy of 13 per- 
cent ad valorem). (1 CFA (Colonial French 
African) franc=US$0.0057). 


—Journal Officiel of Madagascar, No- 


“vember 25, 1953. 





U. -S. imports of metals and manu- 
factures, except machinery and vehicles, 
decreased from $173.3 million in Sep- 
tember to $163.8 million in October, ac- 
cording to the Bureau of the Census, 
U. S. Department of Commerce. 

The decrease reflects lower imports 
ef aluminum metal, unrefined copper, 
and copper ore, 
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Uptrend in... 
(Continued from Page 6) 


“prised mainly sheets, plate, and high- 


quality wire products. 


New Steel Furnace Started 


The cornerstone of the electric fur- 
nace and processing mill to be erected 
in a suburb of Havana by the Cuban 
Metals and Alloys Corp. was laid on 
December 9. Another domestic enter- 
prise, Cabillas Cubana, is reported to 
have speeded up its rolling of steel bars 
to some 30 tons a day, utilizing im- 
ported billets. 


In a ceremony attended by President 
Batista and the British Ambassador, 
final documents were signed on De- 
cember 1 whereby the Cuban State 
formally acquired title to the United 
Railways of Havana and Regla Ware- 
houses, Ltd. This railway, operating 
under. Government intervention since 
June 1949, was purchased from its Brit- 
ish owners for $13 million cash and is 
now known as Ferrocarriles Occi- 
dentales de Cuba, S. A. (Western Rail- 
ways of Cuba). 


A National Convention of Fiscal 
Officers was held in Havana from No- 
vember 28 through 30 for the purpose 
of studying ways and means for simpli- 
fying and improving national fiscal op- 
erations. The recommendations of the 
convention, now under study by the 
Minister of Finance, were concerned 
primarily with removal of nuisance 
taxes, revision of tax collection and ap- 
peal procedures, establishment of a uni- 
fied national budget, and creation of a 
well-paid and secure fiscal staff. The 
convention, called by the Finance Min- 
ister, served effectively to point up the 
need for reforms in fiscal administra- 
tion, and positive beneficial results may 
be expected in the next few months.— 
Emb., Havana. 


CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Arab League Agrees 
On Israel Boycotts 


Member States of the Arab League 
have agreed to take the following ac- 
tions in implementation of their boycott 
against companies having relations with 
both Israel and the Arab countries, the 
Iraq Government has informed diplo- 
matic missions in Baghdad (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Dec. 7, 1953, p. 11): 


@ Import of products of foreign com- 
panies will be banned if the companies 
have branch or assembly plants in Is- 
rael; if their general agents or regional 
offices in the Middle East are located in 
Israel; or if Israel companies are 
granted the privilege of using trade 
names. 

@ Foreign .companies, bodies, and es- 
tablishments, both public and private, 
having shares in Israel firms or plants 
will be prohibited from carrying out 
business in the Arab countries. 

@ Regularly scheduled foreign steam- 
ships passing through Arab ports on 
both-way trips will not be allowed to 
anchor in an Israel port on either jour- 
ney. Exceptions are world tourist 
steamships, provided the Arab States 
through which they are to pass are noti- 
fied in advance of their names and the 
dates of departure.—Emb., Baghdad. 





Administration of the Guayaquil-Sali- 
nas railroad in Ecuador reportedly has 
been turned over to the Board for 
Improvements and Public Works in the 
Santa Elena Peninsular (Junta de Me- 
jeras-y Obras) Publicas de la Peninsula 
de Santa Elena, under a decree signed 
by the Ecuadoran President. 

This board is to make the necessary 
studies and investments to place the 
line in efficient operation within 1 year. 
If it is unable to do so the line will be 
liquidated. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





Si Books 
Reports 


What’s the Answer? Washington, D. C. 
Committee on Business Statistics, 
Chamber of Commerce ef the United 
States, 1953. 24 pp. 50 cents (5 copies 
or more, 25-percent discount). 

The purpose of this brief guide to 
sources of business statistics is to pro- 
vide information for chambers of com- 
merce, trade associations, and small 
business firms on how to organize a 
low-cost statistical library. Though it 
covers numerous fields, it is not intend- 
ed as a complete listing. 

It lists over 100 governmental and 
nongovernmental sources of information 
in such fields as general statistics and 
economic data, banking and finance, 
income and savings, agriculture, retail 
and wholesale trade, transportation, 
communication, and _ utilities. Three 
pages are devoted to sources of informa- 
tion on foreign trade and foreign sta- 
tistics. 

Commodity Trade Statistics, January- 
March 1958. A United Nations publi- 
cation. New York. Columbia Univer- 
sity Press, 1953. 299 pp. Annual 
subscription, $4 ($7.50 if combined 
with subscription for “Direction of 
International Trade”). 

First-quarter figures on world com- 
modity trade by countries of origin and 
destination, classified according to the 
Standard International Trade Classifi- 
cation (SITC), are given in tabular 
form. 

Figures are given for each SITC 
group for 20 countries: United States, 
Canada, Trinidad and Tobago, United 
Kingdom, Austria, Belgium-Luxem- 
bourg, Denmark, France, Western Ger- 
many, Iceland, Ireland, Netherlands, 
Norway, Sweden, Greece, Italy, Portu- 
gal, Turkey, Malaya, and Australia. In 
addition, this issue covers the principal 
exports of a number of other countries 
and _tertitories. 

The tables are intended to summa- 
rize the movement of commodities in 
international trade. To promote inter- 
national comparability of the data, 
values have been converted to U. S. 
dollars, and quantities are, wherever 
possible, shown in metric units, 


Tin, 1951-53. A Review of the World 
Tin Industry. Published by the In- 
ternational Tin Study Group, 7 Carel 
van Bylandtlaan, The Hague, Nether- 
lands. 1953. 100 pp.; 8 charts. $1. 
Surveying the world tin and tinplate 

industries, this book describes the slow 

rise in mine production of tin during 

1951 and 1952, the fall in tin-metal 

consumption, tin price movements, and 

the work of the International Tin Study 
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Group in the consideration of an inter- 
national tin agreement. 

Developments in the main tin-pro- 
ducing districts, including nationaliza- 
tion of the Bolivian mines, are described 
in detail. Tin consumptipn trends in the 
United States and the United Kingdom 
and expansion of the world tinplate in- 
dustry also are described. 

Charts show the 1952-53 tin position, 
Symetain operations in the Belgian 
Congo, world consumption of tin per 
capita, use of tin in the United Kingdom 
in 1946-52, movement of tin concen- 
trates in 1952, tin prices and turnover 
on the London Metal Exchange in 1952- 
53, and 1952 exports of tinplate. 





Japanese Industry .. . 


(Continued from Page 5) 


from the month’s high. For the month 
as a whole, however, textile prices 
averaged slightly above the average for 
August. Raw silk particularly developed 
a strong tone based on an anticipated 
short supply in coming months. 

Prices of foodstuffs and building ma- 
terials continued to increase, the former 
principally because of the sharp rise 
in the price of rice resulting from 
further deterioration in the domestic 
rice crop. Prices of copper, tin, and 
lead advanced moderately, as did such 
metal products as steel sheets and 
plates and galvanized iron sheets. Ex- 
cept for an increase in phthalic anhy- 
dride, chemical prices generally re- 
mained steady. 

Prices of consumers’ goods again in- 
creased more, relatively, than did those 
of producers’ goods. The consumer 
price index rose 1.8 percent compared 
with the previous month, reaching an- 
other postwar high and 10.2 percent 
above that of a year ago. The agricul- 
tural parity index likewise advanced, 
rising 0.9 percent. 

The stock market continued upward, 
led by the munitions issues under the 
expectation of an expansion in Japan’s 
defense program. The increase in prices 
was widespread, however, with all 
groups participating. The prospective 
inflationary tendencies of a third re- 
appraisal of corporate assets and a pos- 
sible armament program continued to 
exert a “bullish” influence. 


Bank Transactions Expand 


Commercial bank loans and deposits 
continued to expand, reaching levels 
30 and 25 percent, respectively, above 
September 1952. Bank note issues of 
the Bank of Japan declined 1.2 percent, 
as did the bank’s loans and discounts 
to commercial banks, This decline in 
borrowings by commercial banks ter- 
minated an upward trend which was 
initiated at the beginning of the year, 
and reflected the policy of the Bank of 
Japan in restricting loans as a counter- 
inflationary measure. 

Government fiscal operations were es- 





Directory Lists Firms 
In Northern Europe 


Copies of the 1953-54 edition of 
“Nordisk Handelskalender,” a di- 
réctory of business firms in Den- 
mark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, 
and Sweden, are available for con- 
sultation at the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce and the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce library in 
Washington, D. C., and at Field 
Offices of the Department of 
Commerce. ‘ 

The new directory, published by 
H. P. Bovs Bogvorlag, Svanemol- 
levej 63, Copenhagen, Hellerup, 
Denmark, contains more _ than 
1,600 pages. It lists over 50,000 
addresses of firms in the fields of 
exports and imports, industry and 
trade, shipping and fishing, bank- 
ing, solicitors and barristers, in- 
surance and newspapers, and ho- 
tels and tourism. 











sentially neutral in effect on the money 
market, with total cash receipts only 
slightly in excess of total payments. 

Department store sales continued 
their seasonal decline, but were, never- 
theless, 36.3 percent above the level 
of September 1952, reflecting the rel- 
atively high level of purchasing power 
and demand for consumers’ goods.— 
Emb., Tokyo. 





BFC Comments on... 


(Continued from Page 2) 


in the-same terms as the previously 
issued U. S. import certificate (see Part 
368.1(b) of the Comprehensive Export 
Schedule). This will then permit posi- 
tive identification of the goods by the 
authorities of the exporting country 
when comparing the delivery verifica- 
tion with the U. S. import certificate, 
and with the foreign government’s own 
export license. 


® Under “total price” (column J) the 
delivery point upon which the total 
price is based should be shown in the 
following fashion: f. o. b. Berne; f. a. s. 
Liverpool; c. i. f. New York; etc. 


BFC, having consistently enjoyed the 
cooperation of the trade on any pro- 
gram designed to strengthen security 
controls, is counting on the continued 
cooperation of U. S. importers with 
respect to requests for import certi- 
ficates and delivery verifications, 





World production of dried edible 
beans in the 1953-54 season is expected 
to be 5 percent larger than last year 
on the basis of estimates from 51 coun- 
tries, the U. S. Department of Agricule 
ture reports. 
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Netherlands Firm Asks 
U. S. Participation 


Fabriek van Aluminiumproducten 
KOCO, a Netherlands manufacturing 
enterprise, invites participation \by an 
American manufacturer in the form of 


technical assistance, patents, and equip- 
ment, to permit expansion of its 
activities, 

KOCO manufactures various kinds of 
aluminum products, including ladders, 
molds, tanks, partitions, and ship parts, 
from sheets and sections obtained from 
local and Belgian aluminum rolling 
mills. A copy of a booklet illustrating 
the firm’s manufactures is available for 
review purposes on loan from the Com- 
merical Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


The firm carries on a limited amount 
of export business with a few coun- 
tries. It now wishes to expand its ex- 
ports and increase the number of 
products which it manufactures. 


Factory space for expansion is said 
to be available, and although additional 
capital would be needed, KOCO’s man- 





British West Indies Needs 
Container-Making Machinery 


The Development Commissioner of 
the Colony of St. Lucia, British West 
Indies, wishes to receive quotations 
covering the supply of machinery for 
making tin or other metal containers 
suitable for packaging farina and cas- 
sava starch for export. 

Preference is stated to be for equip- 
ment that would make a container 19” 
x 946” x 9%” (25-Ib. capacity), with a 
6”-diameter opening at top to receive 
a pressed lid. The Commissioner indi- 
cates, however, that he would also con- 
sider machinery to make other types 
of. containers, as he is not certain that 
the type specified would be the most 
economical or suitable container for 
shipping the products mentioned. 

Quotations should be sent to the 
Development Commissioner, Castries, 
St. Lucia, British West Indies. 





investment in 
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agers believe cash financing could be 
obtained locally. 


The firm hopes to’receive preliminary 
expressions of interest as soon as pos- 
“sible, and states that a business ac- 
quaintance in The Hague, who is plan- 
ning a trip to the United States in the 
near future, will be authorized to 
discuss the matter with any interested 
parties. 


Inquiries should be _ directed to 
Fabriek van Aluminiumproducten 


KOCO, la Pauwenstraat, Voorschoten, 
NetherJands. 





Kuwait Révises General 
Conditions of Contract 


The Public Works Department of 
Kuwait has _ revised the “General 
Conditions of Contract Relating to All 
Contracts for Building and Engineering 
Works” to incorporate features of the 
new “target-type” contracts. 


These general conditions apply to all 
foreign firms established in Kuwait for 
the purpose of engaging in engineering 
and construction projects for the 
Kuwait Government. A copy of the 
conditions may be obtained upon request 
from the Commerical Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


It is reportedly an unwritten law 
that any foreign firm wishing to obtain 
a Government contract, including all 
cevelopment contracts, must first have 
obtained status as a Kuwait firm by 
entering into agreement with a Kuwait 
citizen to form a company. Also, 
although there is no written law gov- 
erning ownership or management of the 
firm thus formed, the Kuwait partner 
customarily requires a substantial share 
of profits. 





New Zealand Invites Bids on 
Power Station Equipment 


The New Zealand State Hydro- 
Electric Department at Wellington is 
inviting bids for the supply and delivery 
of the following electrical equipment: 

@ Two 22,000-kv.-a. 110/33-kv. trans- 
former banks and spare units for Bom- 
bay and Maungatapere substations. 
Contract No. 251. Bidding period to 
close March 16, 1954. 


eA total of 226 galvanized steel 
transmission line’ towers for 110-kv. 
lines at Otahuhu-Henderson, Henderson- 
Albany, Tauranga-Mt. Maunganui, and 
Hangatiki-Rangitoto substations. Con- 
tract No. 252. Bidding period to close 
March 30, 1954. 

A copy of the specifications is avail- 
able for revféw purposes on loan from 
the Commerical Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
ao. 


Calcutta Wants Crane 
For Port Improvement 


The Ministry of Transport, Govern- 
ment of India, reportedly has sanc- 
tioned a works program at an estimated 
cost of 24.5 million rupees (1 rupee= 
approximately US$0.21) for improve- 
ment of Calcutta port, under the Five- 
Year Plan. 


The project is to include installation 
of a 200-ton heavy lift crane, con- 
struction of two new general cargo 
berths, conversion of one of the existing 
berths into a mechanical ore berth at 
King George’s dock in Calcutta, and 
construction of a repelling spur at Akra, 
near Calcutta, for the purpose of im- 
proving the navigable channel of ‘the 
Hooghly River. Work is expected to be 
completed by March 1956. 


Other Purchases Planned 


It is understood that the Government 
of India also has approved the proposal 
of the Calcutta Port Commissioners for 
the purchase of 21 new locomotives 
aboard; and that the Port Commis- 
sioners have been authorized to place 
an order with the Railway Board, 
Government of India, for the manu- 
facture and supply of 300 wagons and 
100 trucks in 1954. 


In connection with the port improve- 
ment project, the Calcutta Port Com- 
missioners are inviting bids’ until 
February 5, 1954, for the supply and 
erection of the 200-ton crane, which 
is to be of the revolving cantilever type. 
A brief description of the requirements 
is available on request from the Com- 
merical Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D, C. 


Complete specifications and tender 
documents may be purchased at 20 
rupees from the Chief Engineer, Com- 
missioners for the Port of Calcutta, 15 
Strand Road, Calcutta, India. 





Iraq To Buy Stationery 


The Central Foreign Purchasing 
Board, Iraq, is inviting bids until Feb- 
ruary 10, 1954, for the supply of. sta- 
tionery for the Government Press, in 
accordance with terms and specifications 
available from the Secretary, Central 
Foreign Purchase Committee, Ministry 
of Finance, Baghdad, subject to a 
charge of 500 fils per copy (1 Iraqi 
dinar=1,000 fils=US$2.80 par value). 

Tenders may be written in Arabic or 
Arabic and English and must be accom- 
panied by a deposit of 7 percent of the 
first thousand dinars and 5 percent of 
the remainder of the total price quoted. 

Bids should be sent by registered 
mail direct to the President, Central 
Foreign Purchase Committee, Ministry 
of Finance, Baghdad, Iraq. 
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IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, Or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
‘*), from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department 
s Commmerce, Washington 

» 


Artists’ Supplies: 

Denmark — ARTIFEX (manufactur- 
er), Borgmestervangen 6, Randers, of- 
fers to export direct or through sole 
agent (preferred) water colors in plastic 
boxes for artists’ use. Each box con- 
tains 12 different colors. Sample box of 
water colors available.* 


Chains: 

Germany—R.ud-Kettenfabrik Rieger 
& Dietz (manufacturer), Unterkochen/ 
Wuerttemberg, offers to export direct 
or through agent special heat-resistant 
and corrosion-proof high alloy steel 
chains. 


Foodstuffs: 

Ireland, Northern—Esko Products, 
Ltd. (manufacturer and canner of 
creams, bakers’ sundries; packer), 7A 
Diamond Gardens, Finaghy, Belfast, of- 
fers to export direct Northern Ireland 
Bramley seedling solid pack apples, 
standard grade, packed in 6-lb. tins in 
strong cardboard fiber cases, six tins 
per carton. Stocks available for ap- 
proximately 1,000 cases weekly, current 
stock available from November to June 
annually. 


Household Goods: 

Italy—Guido Ducci (manufacturer, 
exporter), 91 Via Pier Capponi, Flor- 
ence, offers to export direct or through 
agent embroidered linen and cotton 
tablecloths and bed sheeting. 


Machinery: 

Germany—Bohn & Kaehler, Motoren- 
und Maschinenfabrik, A. G. (manufac- 
turer), 27-29 Deliusstrasse, Kiel, offers 
to export direct or through agent high- 
grade quality resonance oscillator vibrat- 
ing compressors, 30 to 50 compressors 
available per month. Illustrated leaflet 
available.* 


Italy—Incimar, S. R. L. (manufac- 
turer, exporter), Via Ciro Menotti 31/3, 
Milan, offers to export direct or through 
agent machines for engraving letters on 
marble and stone, 30 machines per 
month. Catalog and price information 
available.* 

Italy—Andrea Tacchella & Fratelli 
(manufacturer, exporter, retailer, whole- 
saler), 30 Via Cassino, Acqui (Ales- 
sandria Province), offers to export 
direct or through agent universal tool 
sharpening and automatic grinding ma- 
chines with oleodynamic controls. Illus- 
trated pamphlets available.* 


Metal Products: 
Itely—C. A. M. E. L. 
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(Costruzioni 


Apparecchiature Materiali Elettrici) 
(manufacturer), Via Nicola Piccinni 5, 
Milan, offers to export direct or through 


agent brass caps for electric bulbs, 1 | 


million per month. 


Italy — Industrie Leghe Metalliche, 
I. L. M. (manufacturer, exporter, im- 
porter), 6 Via Agresti, Bologna, offers 
to export direct thin and very thin 
metal wires, calibrated wires, sewing 
metal wires, and metal filters. 

Sweden—Josef Kihlberg (manufac- 
turer of stapling machines, staples, and 
iron products), Hjo, offers to export 
direct or through agent all types of 
wire staples. 


Plastic Products: 

Denmark — Henning Glahn (export 
merchant), 4 Hammerensgade, Copen- 
hagen K, offers to. export direct or 
through agent plastic holder fitted with 
a magnet to hold a cake of soap, also 
plastic tube cap fitted with a magnet 
to hold tubes of toothpaste, shampoo, 
ete. Leaflets and samples of each item 
available.* 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Parts and Accessories: 

Netherlands—N, V. Technisch Bureau 
M. Weijerman (importing distributor), 
108 De Ruyterkade, Amsterdam, wishes 








, to purchase direct automobile parts and 


accessories, 


Foodstuffs: 

Germany—Gerhard Gieschen (import- 
er, wholesaler), 15 Osterdeich, Bremen, 
wishes to purchase direct dried fruits, 
canned foods, and pulse, in medium- 
sized lots. 


Machinery: 

Italy—“S. I. V.” Societa’ Industrie 
Varie (builder and repairer of small 
ships; manufacturer of carpentry and 
cabinetwork items for ships), 58 Viale 
S. Bartolomeo, La Spezia, wishes to 
purchase direct machinery for light 
carpentry work on ships. 


Metal Products: 

Italy — Industrie Leghe Metalliche, 
I. L. M. (manufacturer, exporter, im- 
porter), 6 Via Agresti, Bologna, wishes 
to purchase direct tin-and zine ingots, 
iron circular rods, and diamond and 
hard metal dies. 


Oils (inedible): 

Belgium—S. A. Des Usines Lauwers- 
Masurel (importer, exporter, manufac- 
turer, wholesaler), 375 Chaussee d’An- 
vers, Brussels, wishes to purchase direct 
from -American manufacturers oil for 
woolen and other fibers, and antistatic 
products. 


Sporting Goods: 

Treland, N co Braddell & 
Son, Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent, whole- 
saler, retailer), Mayfair, Arthur Square, 
Belfast, wishes to purchase direct full 


thigh-length rubber waders, laced at 
instep and with suspender at calf, ap- 
proximately two dozen pairs annually. 


Textiles: 

Union of South Africa—S. A. Shoul- 
der Pad Manufacturers (Pty.), Ltd. 
(manufacturer of shoulder pads, im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler), 62 Crown 
Road, Fordsburg, Johannesburg, wishes 
to purchase direct scrim and muslin. 


Vegetable Preparations: 
Belgium—Brema S. P. R. L. (im- 
porter, exporter), 47 Robert Molstraat, 


Antwerp, wishes to purchase direct 
bleached and unbleached soybean 
lecithin. 





LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











In Foreign Countries 


Agricultural Equipment and Parts: 

France—Y. Geneve & P. Laye (man- 
ufacturer and wholesaler of screws, 
bolts, and brakes for agricultural ve- 
hicles, implements, etc.), route de Tou- 
louse, Foix, Ariege, is interested in 
entering into a working or licensing 
arrangement with an American firm for 
the manufacture in France of farm im- 
plements, or the final assembling of 
agricultural machinery or implements. 
Firm also seeks a working agreement 
with, and assistance from a U. S. firm, 
for the mass production in Foix of 
screws, bolts, brakes, and related arti- 
cles for agricultural vehicles (wagons, 
carts, etc.) and implements, including 
plows. 


Brushes: 

Netherlands—N. V. van der Burg & 
Muls (manufacturer and exporter of 
paint brushes, brushes for technical pur- 
poses, and painters’ equipment; importer 
of raw materials), 16 Industrieweg, 
Vlaardingen, is interested in arranging a 
licensing agreement with an American 
manufacturer of brushes. The Nether- 
lands firm would prefer a manufacturing 
agreement under which the American 
participant would contribute patents, 
know-how of fully automatic manufac- 
turing processes, and similar data in 
exchange for a royalty or percentage of 
the profit to be agreed upon. The firm 
is not interested in any cash capital 
participation. The firm reportedly has 
built up a certain export business, and 
the management believes that sales 
could be expanded considerably, espe- 
cially in foreign countries. 


Chemicals: 

France—Laboratoires Propharm 
(Docteur .Laporte) (manufacturer and 
wholesaler of rodent and insect exter- 
minators), rue Saint-Christophe, Mont- 
morillon, Vienne, is interested in obtain- 
ing U. S, license for the manufacture in 
France of rodenticides and insecticides, 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





Egypt Broadens Power 
Of Finance Ministry 


The Egyptian Ministry of\ Finance 
and Economy is now empowered, by a 
recent decision of the Government, to 
pass upon the following subjects which 
formerly required approval by the 
Council of Ministers: 


. 

@ To fix the period of delay in pay- 
ment by foreign shipping companies of 
the taxes on income from movable 
capital and from commercial and indus- 
trial profits. 

@ To designate the manufactured 
products on which a drawback of cus- 
toms duties may_ be obtained. 


@ To authorize establishment of free 
zones at posts by individuals or compa- 
nies (see Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Jan, 12, 1953, p. 5). 


@ To exempt institutions, charitable 
works, and social foundations from 
death duties—Emb., Cairo. 





Wage Increase Ordered 
For Spanish Steelworkers 


The basic wages of all Spanish steel 
workers have been increased by 15 per- 
cent, effective January 1, by an order 
published in the Official Bulletin of De- 
cember 8, 1953. 


For purposes of application of the in- 
crease Spain has been divided into five 
zones. A zone is interpreted as the area 
in which the faetory or place of work 
is located, without regard to the location 
of the central office or main’ workshop 
of the establishment concerned. 

Family allowances and the cost-of- 
living bonus, expressed as precentages 
of basic rates of pay, are to be calcu- 
lated on the increased rates. 


Earnings on United States Foreign 
Investments Amount to $2.7 Billion 


Earnings on U. S. investments abroad amounted to $2.7 billion in 
1952, the Office of Business Economics, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
states in an analysis published in the December Survey of Current 


Business. 


The 1952 total was slightly above 1951 and nearly 50 percent larger 


than the average of the six earlier post- 
war years, 

Earnings of foreign investments are 
the sum of the U. S. share of earnings 


of U. S.-controlled direct investment 
companies, whether remitted to this 
country or held abroad as undistributed 
subsidiary earnings; receipts from for- 
eign portfolio securities owned by U. S. 
investors; and receipts by the U. S. Gov- 
ernment on credits extended abroad. 


Expansion in earnings reflects the 
greatly enlarged American investment 
abroad. This investment aided foreign 
economic development and contributed 
in substantial measure to meeting the 
high postwar world demands for raw 
materials and enlarged foreign require- 
ments for the broad range of products 
turned out in increasing quantity by 
American-owned enterprises abroad. 
New postwar capital investment by 
these enterprises through 1952 aggre- 
gated over $8 billion, of which about 
half represented reinvested foreign 
earnings, the Survey article states. 

Earnings of about $2.3 billion on di- 
rect investments abroad comprised 85 
percent of the 1952 total. While this 
represented a slightly higher amount 
than in 1951, the earnings remitted to 
the United States declined for the first 
time in the postwar period. In 1949, 
there was a drop in earnings associated 
with the business adjustment in the 





Egypt Sets Rules for Claims vs. Rulers 


The Egyptian Government has 
changed the procedure for filing claims 
against members of the former ruling 
family of Egypt, as reported in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly on November 30, 
1953, page 9. 

A Legal Committee has now been 
created and is empowered to handle all 
claims against any member of the Mo- 
hamed Ali dynasty, including ex-King 
Farouk, under the provisions of Law No. 
598, published in the Egyptian Official 
Gazette No. $7 bis December 5, 1953. 

All claims must be submitted, without 
court fee, to the Chairman, Legal Com- 
mittee, Mohamed Ali dynasty, Ministry 
of Justice, Cairo, Egypt, within 60 days 
after publication in the Official Gazette 
of the names of members of the Mo- 
hamed Ali dynasty. The original copy 
of a claim, together with a sufficient 
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number of copies to correspond to the 
number of claimants involved, giving 
details with supporting documents, must 
be furnished. 

Inasmuch, as the names of the mem- 
bers of the Mohamed Ali dynasty were 
published in Official Gazette No. 98 bis 
December 9, 1953, all claims must be 
submitted before February 7, 1954. Any 
claims previously filed are invalid, as 
the former committee has been abol- 
ished. ‘ 





U. S. imports of inedible vegetable 
products, except fibers and wood, de- 
creased from $62.8 million in September 
to $51 million in October, according to 
the Bureau of the Census, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce. 

The decrease resulted from a decline 
in imports. of unmanufactured rubber 
and nursery and greenhouse stock. 





United States and elsewhere, and the 
accompanying reductions in some im- 
portant world prices, but income re- 
mittances were maintained by cutting 
down on undistributed earnings, 


In 1952, however, total profits were 
higher, but there was a decline in re- 
mittances as earnings retained abroad 
were the largest for any year. In part, 
this reflected some impediments to the 
transfer of earnings by reason of ex- 
change controls, but the remainder was 
held to finance expansion programs or 
for other corporate purposes. 


Retained Earnings $875 Million 


Retained earnings in 1952 amounted 
to $875 million, and dividends and 
branch profits remitted to the United 
States to about $1.4 billion. These earn- 
ings were after payment of foreign in- 
come taxes which in 1950 amounted to 
30 percent of before-tax earnings. The 
tax rate has been higher in subsequent 
years, though a more recent percentage 
figure is not available. 

Thus, these foreign direct investment 
companies have paid well over $800 mil- 
lion income taxes. Their actual contri- 
bution to foreign government tax re- 
ceipts is, of course, larger not only be- 
cause of indirect taxes but by reason of 
the general lift which their operations 
give to the national income and hence 
the tax base of countries in which they 
operate. 

The Office of Business Economics 
analysis throws interesting light on the 
extent to which these direct investment 
companies operating abroad supply the 
needs of the U. S. market. They pro- 
vided one-fifth of total U. S. imports in 
1952, according to a detailed study of 
19 commodities of major importance in 
the U. S. economy. 

Some of the commodities, such as 
petroleum, copper, nickel, and aluminum 
(including bauxite); are obtained almost 
entirely from foreign enterprises in 
which Americans are the principal in- 
vestors. For others, such as crude rub- 
ber and iron ore, a smaller share comes 
from U. S.-controlled companies. In the 
case of iron ore, however, the supply 
from U. S.-developed sources abroad 
through new investments currently be- 
ing made will be greatly expanded, and 
ties as manganese and titanium. 

Sales by these direct-investment en- 
this will be true also of such commodi- 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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Egyptian Trade-Mark, 
Patent Law Modified 


In an effort to clarify the trade-mark 
and patent rights of exhibitors at na- 
tional and international expositions held 
in Egypt, law No. 531 of 1953 has been 
issued and supplemented by three de- 
partmental orders of the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. 


The law grants temporary protection 
to the trade-marks of exhibited prod- 
ucts originating in countries that grant 
Egyptian products similar treatment, 
and provides that the Ministry of Com- 
merce and Industry specify the exposi- 
tions at which products will be accorded 
protection. 


Article 38 of law No. 57 of 1939, that 
formerly regulated this matter, ex- 
tended protection to all exhibited prod- 
ucts “even from states with which an 
agreement does not exist on this mat- 
ter.” 


Departmental order No. 270, which 
deals with trade-marks, extends tem- 
porary protection for 6 months from 
the opening of the exhibition to the 
trade-marks on the products of any per- 
son who applies for this protection. A 
certificate, issued free of charge, con- 
fers upon the applicant the same rights 
as are granted in the registration of a 
trade-mark. 


An additional alteration is that the 
protection may no longer be obtained 
in the name of an individual holding the 
power of attorney of the person owning 
the trade-mark, as was permitted pre- 
viously. Protection will now be granted 
only in the name of the owner. 


Inventions Protected 


Departmental order No. 271, dealing 
with the exhibition of inventions, clari- 
fies the language of previous regulations 
without*introducing any changes, other 
than restricting the applicants for this 
protection to those who actually own in- 
ventions, 


If the owner of an invention wishes to 
insure temporary protection for any in- 
vention displayed at an exposition in 
Egypt, he must apply for this protection 
to the Department of Patents. Each ap- 
plication must be accompanied by a 
“cursory description” of the item and a 
sketch. ; 


The Department may request further 
information relating to the item in or- 
der to ascertain its purpose. A cer- 
tificate issued free of charge will extend 
to the applicant, for a period of 6 
months from the opening date of the 
exposition, all privileges granted by a 
patent. 

Any individual desiring to exhibit 
models or drawings of an invention must 
apply for an additional certificate, which 
grants to the models and drawings pro- 
tection identical with that extended to 
the related invention.—Emb., Cairo. 


Greece Reduces Commercial 
Credit Interest Rates 


The Greek 12-percent maximum in- 
terest rate and the 4-percent additional 
bank commission on commercial bank 
credits will be reduced to 10 percent 
and 2 percent, respectively, effective 
January.14, 1954, the Pri:ae Minister of 
Greece announced on October 30, Thus 
the total of interest and charges for 
bill. discounting and general short-term 
commercial loans will be reduced from 
16 percent to 12 percent a year. 

At the same time interest rates on 
agricultural bank loans to farmers will 
be reduced 2 percent on short-term and 
guaranteed medium- and _ long-term 
loans, and 2% percent on other medium- 
and long-term credits. The present 2 
percent charge on guaranteed agricul- 
tural loans will be abolished. 

The Prime Minister stated that the 
Government, which fixes maximum 
rates chargeable by commercial banks, 
had reached the decision to effect the 
reductions on the basis of the achieve- 
ment of certain necessary economic 
conditions: A _ significant increase in 
private bank deposits; stability in gold 
prices; encouraging developments in the 
pattern of foreign-exchange receipts and 
expenditures; restoration of “healthy 
conditions” in the import trade; and a 
potential inflow of foreign capital. 


World Trade ... 


(Continued from Page 16) 
preferably new products or products not 
currently sold in France. Firm offers 
to do the final preparation and packag- 
ing of American products, or to manu- 
facture any types of exterminators for 
rats, mice, etc., and to handle distribu- 
tion in France through its organization. 


Metal Products: 

Switzérland—Gebrueder Zehnder 
(manufacturer of radiators for home 
heating), Graenichen (Aargau), is inter- 
ested in obtaining U. S. license to manu- 
facture in Switzerland small mechanical 
articles or components suitable for 
Swiss markets. 








AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Chemicals: 

France — Laboratoires Propharm 
(Docteur Laporte) (manufacturer and 
wholesaler of rodent and insect exter- 
minators), rue Saint-Christophe, Mont- 
morillon, Vienne, wishes to obtain 
agency for good-quality warfarin, chlor- 
dane, and related raw products for 
preparation and/or manufacture of 
rodenticides, insecticides, roach exter- 
minators, etc. 


Clothing and Accessories: 
Union of South Africa — Downings 














U. S. Market Sought for 
Farina, Cassava Starch 


The Development Commissioner 
of the Colony of St. Lucia, British 
West Indies, reportedly wishes to 
develop a market in the United 
States for farina and cassava 
starch. A _ starch factory, now 
under construction, is expected to 
be in operation early in 1954, 
Farina is now available, and the 
Commissioner indicates that small 
samples can be supplied upon 
request. 

Inquiries should be directed to 
the Development Commissioner, 
Castries, St. Lucia, British West 
Indies. 











Agencies (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturers’ 
agent, indent agent), 22 Sir Lowry 
Road, P. O. Box 1354, Cape Town, 
wishes to obtain agency for underwear. 


Cotton (raw): 

Germany—Adolf Fr. Driessen (im- 
port sales agent), Baumwollboerse 420, 
Bremen, wishes to obtain agency for 
all types of cotton, rain grown and ir- 
rigated, all staples. 


Foodstuffs: ~ 

France—Felix Louis Bireau (whole- 
saler, commission merchant, sales 
agent), 56 rue du Hamel, Bordeaux, 
Gironde, wishes to obtain agency for 
California dried prunes, also fresh 
oranges for table use. 


Household Goods: 

Netherlands — Firma Bueno (com- 
mission merchant, importer, exporter), 
13 Singel, Amsterdam, wishes to obtain 
agency for household appliances. 


Textiles: 

Union. of South Africa — Downings 
Agencies (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturers’ 
agent, ifident agent), 22 Sir Lowry 
Road, P. O. Box 1354, Cape Town, 
wishes to obtain agency for various 
qualities of cotton, rayon, and woolen 
textiles; upholstery fabrics; linings; 
tickings; and shirtings. 


Union of South Africa — Alexander 
MacKay & Co. (Pty.), Ltd. (manufac- 
turers’ representative), 105-7 South 
African Centre, 253 Bree St., Johannes- 
burg, wishes to obtain agency for 
textile piece goods, ladies’ dress and 
costume materials, men’s summer suit- 
ings, shirtings and blouse fabrics, rain- 
coat fabrics, toy plushes and dress and 
furnishing velvets, printed curtain 
materials, and all types of underwear 
fabrics, particularly nylon, orlon, and 
dacron fibers. 


Tools: 

Netherlands — Firma Bueno (com- 
mission merchant, importer, exporter), 
13 Singel, Amsterdam, wishes to obtain 
agency for hand tools. 
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Newsprint Capacity 
Expands in Finland 


Finland’s newsprint capacity will be 
increased nearly 45 percent over the 
next 3 years, from 496,000 metric tons 
in 1953 to 716,000 in 1956-57, according 


to estimates of the Finnish Paper Mill’ 


Association. 

Two large mills now under construc- 
tion will provide 200,000 tons of the 
added capacity. One is expected to be 
operating by September 1954, the other 
by the end of 1955 or early in 1956. 

New equipment being installed in 
two existing newsprint mills will give 
each an increased annual capacity of 
10,000 tons by 1955. 

The association anticipates no diffi- 
culty in finding foreign markets for 
the increased output. It hopes to in- 
crease sales to the United States—now 
taking 140,000 tons annually—by 20,000 
to 50,000 tons. Opportunities exist for 
larger sales to Western Europe, and for 
a considerable expansion in sales to 
South America and India. »- 

China is considered an excellent po- 
tential market. Under current trade 
agreements, 1953 shipments total only 
6,000 tons, but before the war China 
took nearly 50,000 tons of Finnish 
newsprint annually. 


Sales to Russia are expected to re- 
main at the present level, about 10,000 
tons a year. 





Swiss Lift Restrictions on 
Use of Copper, Nickel 


Restrictions on the domestic use of 
nickel, nickel alloys, and ferronickel 
items were suspended by the Swiss Gov- 
ernment on December 1, 1953. 

At the same time the Swiss decree of 
September 24, 1951, forbidding the use 
of copper and copper alloys in certain 
manufacturing activities was abrogated. 
—Emb., Bern, 





New Petroleum Refinery 
Opened in Belgium 


The new $25-million refinery 
built at Antwerp by Esso Stand- 


ard Refinery S.A. was inaugu- 
rated in September. 
This refinery with its daily 


throughput of 25,000 barrels is 
the second largest in Belgium and 
will raise total capacity of Bel- 
gian refineries to an estimated 
30 million to 35 million barrels 
per year.—Emb., Brussels. 
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New Universal TV Receiving Set 
Placed on Netherlands Market 


Philips of Eindhoyen has announced that a new universal television 
receiving set will be introduced on the Netherlands market shortly. 

Only Netherlands and German television broadcasts can be received 
with the existing sets and these only if the right aerials are used and the 


geographical area is favorable. 


This new set has been constructed so 
that, by the use of a single knob, it can 
be tuned to four different transmission 
systems. Belgian and French (Paris 
and Lille) as well as Netherlands and 
German telecasts can be received. The 
set incorporates a 4-standard knob and 
a 12-channel selector. 


Netherlands and German broadcasting 
stations use 625 picture lines with nega- 
tive picture carrier modulation and 
frequency modulated sound transmis- 
sion. Belgian and French stations use 
625 and 819 picture lines, respectively, 
with positive picture carrier modulation 
and amplitude modulated sound trans- 
mission. 

Public Only Partly Covered 


Only part of the Netherlands tele- 
vision receiving public, however, will be 
able to obtain the fullest benefit from 
this new apparatus. The Belgian sta- 
tions are low-power and only television 
owners in the southwestern part of the 
Netherlands will be able to receive Bel- 
gian programs. When transmitter power 
has been brought to full scheduled 
strength, larger areas of the southern 
part of the Netherlands will come with- 
in the range of the Belgian transmitters. 
Even then it is unlikely that the Belgian 
programs can be viewed directly every- 
where in the Netherlands. 

The universal Philips TV receiver, 
which has a 43-centimeter (17-inch) 
picture tube, will retail for 1,350 
guilders ($355). A receiver of the same 
size, using 625 picture lines with nega- 
tive carrier modulation, FM _ sound 
transmission, and a 10-channe! selector, 
is now being retailed for 1,095 guilders 
($288). 

The Netherlands Government seeks 
to promote development in the inter- 
national television field and wishes to 
supply the necessary funds immediately 
in the form of interest-free loans. Ex- 
tra studio space will be rented which 
will be sufficient for the next 5 years. 
The existing transmitter at Lopek will 
be strengthened, and three or four aux- 
iliary transmitters will be constructed 
at Groningen, Roermond, and Goes and, 
possibly, at Enschede, if other trans- 
mitters in the eastern Provinces are 
inadequate. 

Programs for the time being will total 
12 hours a week. The present number of 
receivers is less than 10,000. Television 
dues probably will be 30 guilders ($8) 
annually, which the Government con- 





siders a reasonable amount. Experts 
have estimated that income over 9 years 
will total 12 million guilders ($3 mil- 
lion). Expenditures will be about 38.5 
million guilders ($10 million) in the 
same period. Income from television 
dues in 1954 is estimated at 250,000 
guilders ($65,800). 

The Government sees a_ possible 
source of income in commercial tele- 
vision, but recognizes the objections to 
transmissions of this kind. The minister 
is now studying the possibility of creat- 
ing guaranties that commercial trans- 
missions would-be of an acceptable 
quality and that normal programs would 
not be harmed. 

The Government agrees with the 
Television Council that, provided it is 
well used, television can be a valuable 
instrument in the service of cultural 
development and improved recreation, 
and its importance as a medium of in- 
formation should not be underestimated. 

The minister considers it incompatible 
with the responsibility of the Govern- 
ment to allow this medium of influence 
to penetrate from abroad _ without 
Netherlands transmissions forming a 
counter influence. Moreover, it is in the 
interests of supplying correct informa- 
tion about the country abroad that 
there should be Netherlands programs 
in international exchanges in the tele- 
vision field. Unless the Netherlands 
immediately occupies the wavelengths 
it has been allocated, it is feared that 
they will be occupied by other countries. 

There are further plans for regular 
exchanges of international programs, 
and all these factors together compel 
the Government to delay no longer in 
organizing national television. 


Government Retains Interest 


The Government has felt from the 
start that television should not be a 
Government institution, but that the 
radio corporations should be responsible 
for television under certain conditions. 
However, its responsibility in fostering 
national cultural life and for assuring 
the right use of State funds has made 
it necessary for the Government to re- 
tain a direct influence on the composi- 
tion of programs. 

Government participation would take 
the form of a limited influence on the 
composition of the board of the Tele- 
vision Foundation, the authority to veto 
the decisions of this body if they con- 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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$60 Million Credit for U. S. Cotton 
Purchase Now To Go Into Operation 


Arrangements have now been completed for the operation of a 
credit of $60 million authorized by U. S. commercial banks to finance 
the purchase and export of U. S. cotton to Japan, the Export-Import 


Bank of Washington has announced. 


This credit, bearing interest at the rate of 314 percent a year and 


repayable in 15 months, is extended to 
the Bank of Japan, which will desig- 
nate Japanese commercial banks as its 
agents. The Japanese commercial banks 
will in turn utilize the services of the 
following U. S. commercial banks 
which will provide the funds: 

Bank of America, Bank of the Man- 
hattan Co., Bankers Trust Co., Chase 
National Bank of the City of New 
York, Chemical Bank & Trust Co., First 
National Bank of Boston, First Nation- 
ai Bank of Chicago, Guaranty Trust 
Co., Hanover Bank, Irving .Trust Co., 
Manufacturers Trust Co., National City 
Bank of New York, J. Henry Schroder 
Banking Corp., Wells Fargo Bank & 
Union Trust Co. 

The credit is to be used to finance 
the sale of raw cotton purchased under 
contracts entered into after December 
3, 1953. 

Cost of insurance and freight may be 
financed under the line of credit pro- 
vided contracts are made on c.i.f.,c. f., 
or c. i, terms. Shipment is restricted to 
vessels of U. S. or Japanese registry 
unless a waiver is obtained from the 
U. S. Maritime Administration per- 
mitting shipment on a vessel of other 
registry. Financing will be effected 
through letters of credit expiring not 
later than July 31, 1954, under which 
15-month drafts will be drawn on the 
Bank of Japan. 

All inquiries relating to other details 
of operations of this credit should be 
addressed by the American cotton ship- 
per to his bank or banks in the United 
States or to his agent in Japan. 


Bolivia Acts To Step Up 
Production of Wolfram 


In an attempt to stimulate maximum 
production, the Bolivian Government 
decreed in November that wolfram 
mining properties must begin opera- 
tions within 90 days after a clear title 
has been established and must be in 
full production within 180 days. 

If owners do not comply with the 
decree, the property will be operated 
by the Banco Minero. The bank is’ in- 
structed by the decree to give prefer- 
ence to requests for credit to be used 
in developing wolfram production.— 
Emb., La Paz. 








World breadgrain production in 1953- 
34 is estimated at about 255 million 
short tons, 
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Swedish Exports of 
Woodpulp at Record 


Sweden exported 1,700,500 metric 
tons of woodpulp during the first 10 
months of 1953, a record for recent 
years. In 1952, the 10-month total was 
1,189,615 tons, and in the like period of 
1951 exports were 1,652,611 tons. 


October pulp stocks were down to 
236,000 tons, the April 1952 level. 


Higher pulp prices for United King- 
dom deliveries are widening the gap 
between Swedish prices to Europe and 
to the United States and will tend to 
discourage shipments to America on 
the 1953 scale. The viscose-pulp price 
of £63 for first-quarter 1954 delivery to 
the United Kingdom is up £2 10s. over 
recent quotations, reportedly the result 
of a 12-percent rise in pulpwood prices, 

Recent developments in the pulp and 
paper industry include substantial in- 
creases in the production of tissue paper 
from bleached sulfate pulp; the soon- 
tg-be started production of machine- 
coated paper; and continuous 7-day, 
24-hour production, after the U. S. pat- 
tern, at many mills, despite local union 
resistance, 


Norway Expands Sales of 
Nitrogenous Fertilizers 


Exports of nitrogenous fertilizers in 
1953 by Norsk Hydro, largest Norwe- 
gian industrial: enterprise, are expected 
to reach a value of 300 million crowns 
(1 crown=$0.14), an increase of 38 
million crowns over the preceding year’s 
sales. 


The principal customers were Den- 
mark and Sweden, whose imports for 
1953 are expected to total 55,000 metric 
tons and 50,000 metric tons (nitrogen 
content), respectively. Total exports of 
nitrogenous fertilizers from Norway to 
all destinations in 1953 will amount to 
about 132,000 tons (nitrogen content). 

Exports to the United States will 
earn about 19 milion crowns. Exports 
of nitrogenous products will make up 
about 10 percent by value of Norway’s 
total 1953 commodity exports, exclud- 
ing ships. The increase in the value of 
this year’s exports of nitrogenous 
products is the result of a larger export 
volume, made possible by the success of 
a modernization program to increase 
the yield per unit of electric power, 








New Pakistan Paper Mill 
Starts Production 


The Karnafuli paper mill in 
East Pakistan, now in production, 
is expected to reach its 30,000- 
ton capacity by April 1954. 

Output will meet about 90 per- 
cent of the country’s paper re- 
quirements, excluding newsprint, 
thereby saving annually approxi- 
mately 40 million rupees in foreign 
exchange (1 rupee=about US 
$0.30). The mill is a project of the 
Pakistan Industrial Development 
Corporation. 











U. S. Trade in Pulp, Paper, 
Board Shows Major Changes 


Among the most significant develop- 
ments in the U. S. pulp, paper, and 
board industry in the first 9 months of 


1953 was the large upturn in imports of 
woodpulp, particularly from oversea 
sources, according to the latest quart- 
erly Industry Report on Pulp, Paper 
and Board, issued by the Business and 
Defense Services Administration of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce. 


Total U. S. imports of woodpulp of 
all grades in the first 9 months of 1953 
were about 274,0004tons, or 20 percent 
greater than in the like period of 1952. 
Of this total increase, imports from 
Canada gained 34,000 tons, imports 
from Sweden were up about 160,000 
tons, and imports from Finland and 
Norway rose about 70,000 tons. 


U. S. exports of woodpulp were down 
nearly 80,000 tons in the first 9 months 
of 1953, or about 45 percent below those 
of the first 9 months of 1952. U. S. ex- 
ports of paper dropped nearly 150,000 
tons in the first 9 months of 1953, or 
about 53 percent below those of a year 
ago. On the other hand, paperboard 
exports increased about 4,000 tons, up 
nearly 4 percent in a similar comparison. 


The full report, which deals mainly 
with the domestic industry, includes 
both foreign and domestic statistics and 
charts. It is available from the U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Office of 
Publications Management, .Sales. and 
Distribution Division, Washington 25, 
D. C., or any of the Department’s Field 
Offices, at 20 cents a copy. 


Annual subscriptions for the report, 
issued quarterly, may be placed with 
the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., at 75 cents. 





U. S. exports under the Mutual Se- 
curity Program (military) rose from 
$203.7 million in September to $233.5 
million in October, the Bureau of the 
Census, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
has reported, 
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New Universal .. . 


(Continued from Page 19) 
flicted with the common interest, and 
supervision of the foundation’s financial 
policy, 

The board would be appointed for 
the greater part by the radio corpora- 
tions but, to maintain the representa- 
tive character of this body, the Minister 
of Education would have the authority 
to appoint a few members prominent 
in the cultural field outside of ra 
circles. 

The Radio Council and the Television 
Council would be merged into one ad- 
visory body similar in its operation to 
the present Radio Council. So long as 
transmission time is so limited, the 
Government favors a general television 
program, under joint responsibility, ac- 
ceptable to all viewers. 





Earnings on... 


(Continued from Page 17) 


terprises in the U. S. market yield more 
dollars than are currently required for 
the remittance of earnings to the United 
States and account for about one-third 
of their total earnings. Furthermore, the 
enterprises established abroad since the 
war have become major sources of sup- 
ply for various. products which formerly 
had to be purchased for dollars in the 
United States. 


Income received on U. S. portfolio in- 
vestments abroad—holdings of foreign 
securities, claims, or miscellaneous as- 
sets not connected with foreign affiliated 
companies—was nearly $200 million in 
1952. Income from this source was small 
relative to the income from direct in- 
vestments, which indicates the major 
shift in the character of our invest- 
ments abroad over the past. quarter 
century. In the 1920’s, when portfolio 
Jending predominated, portfolio earnings 
represented over 40 percent of .total 
earnings, as against less than 10 per- 
cent today. 

Interest payments by foreign coun- 
tries on credits extended by the U. S. 
Government were about $200 million in 
1952, and further payments on schedule 
would bring an increase in 1954. About 
80 percent of the interest is paid by 
countries in Western Europe, mainly the 
United Kingdom and France. 


Partial data available for 4953 indi- 
cate little overall change in earnings 
on direct investments, although there 
are some differences among industries. 
Prices of many mineral and agricultural 
commodities produced abroad by the 
VU. S.-controlled enterprises were lower 
in 1953, but there was no major change 
in petroleum production or prices. The 
petroleum companies account for about 
two-fifths of direct investment earnings. 
Industrial activity in many foreign 
countries increased late in 1952 and con- 
tinued to rise in 1953, so that manu- 
facturing earnings are expected to be 
higher in 1953 than in 1952. 
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Scotch Whisky Industry Freed of Controls; 
No Great Change Seen in Export Supplies 


The United Kingdom Government and 
the Scotch whisky industry in 1954, for 
the first time in 7 years, will have no 
agreement restricting sales of whisky 
on the domestic market in the interest 
of increasing exports. 

The trade, however, does not antici- 
pate that there will be any considerable 
diversion of whisky from export markets 
to satisfy the demands of British con- 
sumers. 

For one reason, about 80 percent of 
the whisky blenders and 95 percent of 
the distillers are members of the Scotch 
Whisky Association, and they can be ex- 
pected to honor an unwritten under- 
standing to avoid any large diversion 
from export markets, as this might en- 
tail such a large loss of foreign ex- 
change to the country as to renew Gov- 
ernment intervention in the industry. 
Also, the price at which whisky is sold 
in many export markets is higher than 
that realized on home sales. 

In addition, although British con- 
sumption of Scotch whisky before World 
War II was 6.9 million proof gallons, 
compared with less than 4 million proof 
gallons at present, whisky consumption 
is not expected immediately. to return 
to the prewar figure. The trade be- 
lieves that tastes, which during periods 
of scarcity became accustomed to gin, 
rum, and brandy, will be won back 
slowly. Furthermore, whisky is relative- 
ly more expensive, in comparison with 
wages, than before the war. 


Domestic Supply Controls Lax 


Another reason why little disturbance 
of trade is anticipated from nonrenewal 
of the agreement between industry and 
the Government is that the agreement, 
not resting upon any statutory power 
of the Government to control distribu- 
tion of whisky, has not been entirely 
effective in recent years. 

The Government first acquired a voice 
in the distribution of whisky through 
its contro] over barley and other grains, 
but even during the period when these 
supplies were under tight Government 
control enforcement of limitations on 
withdrawals of whisky for home con- 
sumption was difficult. Scotch whisky 
blenders and packagers frequently are 
separate from the distillers, and the 
Government had direct contro] only over 
the supplies of the latter. 

The Scotch Whisky Association, the 
British Board of Trade, and the Min- 
istry of Food agreed that in the calendar 
year 1952 only 2.6 million proof gallons 
would be supplied to the domestic mar- 
ket. Withdrawals for consumption ex- 
ceeded this amount by at least 25 per- 
cent, largely because, it is said, brewing 
firms owning chains of bars felt that 
they must keep their establishments 
well supplied with whisky. 

Whisky stocks in Scotland, which fell 


from 144.25 million original proof. gal- 
lons on March 31, 1939, to 84.79 million 
on March 31, 1945, now exceed 151 mil- 
lion gallons. The industry expects to be 
able to: increase -withdrawals for do- 
mestic consumption without making 
serious inroads on stocks of matured 
whisky. 

Not until 1949 could distilleries ob- 
tain large enough supplies of barley and 
other grains to resume more or less 
normal operations. As a result, although 
whisky stocks are now larger than be- 
fore the war, whiskies 5 years old and 
older are still scarce and the more ex- 
pensive blends using only 8- or 12-year- 
old malt whiskies will be in short sup- 
ply for several years. 


U. S. Market Bright 

The Scotch whisky industry 1s antici- 
pating further increases in sales in the 
United States and expects. that in the 
near future exports may total 5 million 
cases a year. Part of the increase in 
sales is attributed to the population in- 
crease in the United States and part to 
a change in tastes. 

Although the U. S. market for Scotch 
whisky is a growing one, American im- 
port figures for 1953 will be deceptively 
large because many shippers, anticipat- 
ing a shipping strike, sent during the 
year up to 2 months’ additional require- 
ments to prevent their product from 
becoming in short supply during the 
strike.—Cons., Edinburgh. 





Netherlands Imports More 
U. S. Electrical Equipment 


Imports of electrical equipment into 
the Netherlands appear to be relatively 
substantial, according to information 
from trade sources. 

American electronic equipment is un- 
derstood to be highly regarded by Neth- 
erlands defense agencies and scientific 
and technical trade institutions, The 
number of American electronics firms 
represented or doing business in the 
Netherlands has been growing in recent 
years. Importing distributors usually 
have little difficulty in obtaining import 
licenses from Netherlands authorities 
for orders from bona fide customers. 
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Three Mariner Vessels Chartered 


Bareboat charter of three Mariner 
vessels under terms of bids opened 
October 14, 1953, has been announced 
by Louis S, Rothschild, Maritime Ad- 
ministrator, U. S.-, Department of 
Commerce. 

The Mariner ships, the largest and 
fastest dry-cargo vessels of their type 
in the world, under the terms of the 
charter, will be assigned to the Pacific 
Far East Line, Inc., of San Francisco 
for operation on the essential U. S. 
transpacific trade route serviced by the 
company. 

The charter rate bid was $32,757 per 
ship, per month. 

In effecting the charter, it was an- 
nounced that the Free State Mariner, 
the Old Colony Mariner, and the Pine 
Tree Mariner would be withdrawn from 
General Agency operation under the 
Military Sea Transportation Service. 
The ships will be delivered to West 
Coast ports in January through March 
1954. 

It also was announced that the Mili- 
tary Sea Transportation Service would 
replace the withdrawn vessels with the 
Hawkeye Mariner, the Pelican Mariner, 
and Empire State Mariner when those 
vessels are ready for operation under 
General Agency Agreement, 

Of the ships to be assigned to MSTS 
as replacements, the Hawkeye Mariner 
is scheduled to be delivered by the Sun 
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Co. of 
Chester, Pa:, on or about February 5 
and will be operated by Farrell Lines. 
The Pelican Mariner will be completed 
at Ingalls Shipbuilding Corp., Pascagou- 
la, Miss., on or about February 19, 1954, 
and will be operated by the Bloomfield 
Steamship Co, The Empire State Mar- 
iner will be delivered on or about 
February 24, 1954, by the New York 
Shipbuilding Corp. of Camden, N. J., 
and will be operated by the United 
States Lines. 

Chartering of Mariner vessels is in 





New Giant Lifting Crane 
Acquired for Goteborg 


A large lifting erane, with a capacity 
of 150 tons, has been acquired by the 
harbor authorities for the port of Gote- 
borg, Sweden, The crane has an area 
of 40x17 meters and is equipped with 
modern machinery and _ apparatus. 
Weighing 384 tons, the crane has, a 
maximum height of 50 meters. 

The new crane is expected to have 
many uses, the first of which will be to 
lift a 120-ton transformer ordered by 
Swedish Lloyd Shipping Co. of Gote- 
borg. 

The crane will be stationed at the 
so-called Lindholmen harbor section, 
where a special bridge has been built 
for it, 
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keeping with the policy of the Maritime 
Administration as a step in the direction 
of eventual sale of these 13,000 d. w. t. 
20-knot vessels to strengthen the quality 
and competitive effectiveness of the 
American merchant marine. 

The Pacific Far East Line, Inc., first 
shipping firm to charter these vessels, 
has entered into a contract with the 
Maritime Administration for purchase, 
upon completion, of three Mariner ships 
now under construction at the shipyard 
of the Bethlehem Pacific Coast Steel 
Corp., San Francisco. The charters are 
expected to continue until these deliv- 
eries have been effected. 

Pacific Far East Line, Inc., is at pres- 
ent operating the Tar Heel Mariner as 
general agent of the National Shipping 
Authority, The firm holds an operating 
differential subsidy contract for trans- 
pacific service on essential United 
States Foreign Trade Route 29. 


Sweden Studies Traffic 
Change, Left to Right 


An investigation of a possible change- 
over from driving on the left side of the 
road to driving on the right has been 
recommended by the Swedish Govern- 
ment. As about 95 percent of registered 
Swedish motor vehicles have left-hand 
drives, no particular problems appear to 
be involved, 

A new report on motor-vehicle and 
fuel taxation, submitted to the Minister 
of Finance at his direction on November 
16, recommended an average increase 
of 28 percent in motor-vehicle taxes. 

Under present regulations small auto- 
mobiles are taxed by six different 
weight classes. The report recommends 
that a single identical tax be imposed 
on all cars in this category which would 
place a higher tax on the smallest units 
and a smaller tax on units at the other 
end of the scale. 

A similar recommendation has been 
made for medium- and heavy-weight 
passenger cars, taxicabs, and trucks. In 
the heavy truck classification the rec- 
ommended new taxes on the heaviest 
weight types exceed considerably those 
now charged.—Emb., Stockholm, 








Panama Installs New Phones 


Empresas Electricas of Chiriqui Prov- 
ince, Panama, and the L. M. Ericsson 
Co. of Sweden have signed a $200,000 
contract for the installation of 1,000 
new automatic telephones in the city of 
Davii, Province of Chiriqui, to replace 
the antiquated telephones. 

The work of installing the new phones 
began November 30 and is expected to 
be completed in about 9 months, 


Switzerland Inaugurates 
Regular TV Broadcasts 


Regular television broadcasts were 
officially inaugurated in Zurich, Switzer- 
land, in November after a series of ex- 
periments begun last July. 


The telecast is carried by Hertzian 
cable and the sound effect by telephone 
to the transmitting station located on 
the Uetliberg, a 2,057-foot hill on the 
outskirts of Zurich. The 25-kw. trans- 
mitting station is equipped with a 55- 
meter mast (170 feet) and an antenna 


measuring 18 meters. By next spring 
the Zurich studio will own a mobile unit 
for outside work and plans to acquire a 
second one before the end of 1954. 


An experimental relay station was 
scheduled for operation at Chrischona 
near Basel by the end of December 1953. 
This station expects to operate other 
relay units on the Dole (6,166 feet) and 
Chasseral (5,277 feet) hills by the 
spring of 1954 for retransmission to the 
Lake of Geneva districts. By the fall of 
1954 another relay station—later to be 
transformed into a main transmitting 
station—is planned for operation at 
Bantiger to cover the Bern and Neu- 
chatel districts. A third main station is 
planned at La Berra (5,655 feet) to 
cover the Fribourg area. 


Other Relay Stations Planned 


The city of St. Gall is planning a 
regional relay station to be situated on 
a nearby mountain. The final site has 
not been selected but it is believed that 
the Santis (8,213 feet) may be the 
choice. Other relay stations planned for 
the more distant future include one each 
at Sotto-Ceneri, Sopra-Ceneri, and 
Mendrisiotte for the Canton of Tessia, 
on the Rigi for the Luzern area, at Sion 
for the Rhone Valley, at Chur for the 
Grison, and perhaps a few others. For 
the next year or two, however, Zurich 
will remain the main station and the 
rest of the country will be served by 
relay stations. 


At present transmission from Zurich 
is limited to 1 hour daily except Tues- 
days and Saturdays. Transmission may 
be increased to include another hour on 
Tuesdays, making 6 hours per week, by 
next fall. . 

Approximately 406 licenses have been 
issued for television receivers but the 
number is expected to increase to 3,000 
by the end of 1954. When the so-called 
experimental stage is concluded a few 
years hence, it is estimated that 20,000 
licensed receivers will be in use. It has 
been stated that, in order to make tele- 
vision pay for itself, at least 60,000 to 
80,000 sets, at a license fee of 60 Swiss 
frans per year, must be licensed. 
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TRANSPORT NOTES| 


A contract for the construction of 
new docks at Gaia, Portugal, across the 
river from Oporto, has been signed by 
representatives of the Douro and Lei- 
xoes Port Administration and the So- 
ciedade Metropolitana e Colonial. de 
Construcces, Ltd. Plans call for on 
meters of docks, in addition to ware 
houses and other facilities, costing alto- 
gether about 35,000 contos ($1,225,000). 





Sabena Airlines is offering regular 
helicopter cargo and mail service and 
daily passenger service to Lille, Ant- 
werp, Rotterdam, Liege, Maastricht, 
Cologne, and Bonn. 





The Antwerp Port Administration is 
modernizing and replacing 12 of its 
older dockside cranes and adding 2 each 
of 5- and 10-ton floating cranes to its 
present fleet. In addition, it is modern- 
izing its fleet of 21 floating grain eleva- 
tors and 34 inner harbor tugs. A new 
floating suction cleaning deyice has 
been ordered to keep refuse ‘under con- 
trol in the inner basins. 





A Dutch dredger, the Afrika, operated 
by Bos and Kalis, Slieddrich, the 
Netherlands, has arrived in Lisbon 
where it will be used in constructing 
a canal along the north bank of the 
Tagus from Xabregas to the Cabo 
Ruivo refinery of Sacor, Portugal’s only 
oil refining company. 

The canal, which will take about 5 
months to build, will be 3 kilometers 
long, 180 meters wide, and 8 meters 
deep. It is expected to reduce the 
turnaround time of tankers discharging 
and loading at Sacor by about 50 per- 
cent since the tankers will no longer 
have to unload a portion of their cargo 
on the south bank before proceeding 
to the refinery, as they do now. 





The Santa Maria, 21,357 gross regis- 
tered tons, of the Companhia Colonial 
de Navegacao of Portugal, sailed from 
Lisbon on its maiden voyage to Rio de 
Janeiro, Santos, Montevideo, Buenos 
Aires, and other ports, on November 12. 
The Santa Maria and its sister ship, 
the Vera Cruz, are the queens of the 
Portuguese merchant fleet. 

Built by the Societe John Cockerill 
Shipyard at Antwerp, Belgium, the 
Santa Maria has accommodations for 
1,188 passengers—156 first-class, 232 
second-class, and 800 third-class—and 


refrigerated cargo space of 500 cubic 
meters, 





Air Jordan has concluded an agree- 
ment with the Afghan Government per- 
mitting it to operate regularly scheduled 
flights to Kabul. 

The first flight, using DC-3 aircraft, 
departed from Jerusalem for Kabul on 
November 24, and subsequent flights 


January 4, 1954 


were scheduled to depart on alternate 
Tuesdays. Stops en route were to be 
made at Kuwait, Bahrain, Zaidan, and 
Kandahar. 


As soon as possikle Air Jordan plans 
to install navigational and operational 
aids—including radio beacon, and voice 
radio facilities—at Zaidan, Kandahar, 
and Kabul. 





Philippine Air Lines inaugurated on 
December 1 a daily Convair service to 
Cagayan de Oro, capital of the Prov- 
ince of Misamis Oriental, Mindanao. 


Cagayan de Oro is the first city in 
the Philippines, outside of Manila, to 
be regularly. served by these planes. 
Its new airfield, with a runway 1,500 
meters long, has just been completed 
by the Philippine Civil Aeronautic Ad- 
ministration mission. Other cities along 
the domestic trunk lines are to re- 
ceive Convair service as soon as ade- 
quate airstrips are constructed. 





The 1954 operating deficit of the Aus- 
trian Federal Railroads is estimated at 
930 million schillings. The 25-percent in- 
crease in passenger rates of the Aus- 
trian Federal Railroads will now defi- 
nitely enter into force on January 1, 
1954. 





Passenger rates for bus transporta- 
tion in Austria were increased by 25 
percent, effective October 4, 1953. 





The German Bavarian Lloyd has re- 
ceived permission from the Soviets for 
free passage of certain ships within 
the Soviet Zone of Austria. 





Newspapers in India 
Double in 5 Years 


The number of newspapers and 
periodicals available in India has 
increased from about 3,000 in 1947 
to 6,762 in 1952, according to the 
Government of India Information 
Services. 

This number consists of 596 
daily newspapers, 2,226 weeklies, 
and 3,943 other periedicals. Of 
these, 70 dailies, 261 weeklies, and 
784 other periodicals are pub- 
lished in English. The total circu- 
lation of daily newspapers in 
India has been estimated at a 
little over 2 million copies. 


Information on Indian newspa- 
pers, periodicals, and other publi- 
cations is contained in a trade 
list, “Advertising Media,” obtain- 
able for $1 from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Comnierce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or any of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. 
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Malaya and Bangkok To 
Have Through Service 


Through passenger service from Ma- 
laya to Bangkok is scheduled to begin 
January 4, 1954, according to an official 
of the Malayan Railways. The service, 


resulting from negotiations between 
Malayan and Thai railway officials, will 
parallel a similar service discontinued 4 
years ago. Trains will leave Penang 
(Prai) at 9 a.m. one day and arrive at 
Bangkok about noon the following day. 


Passenger service to Bangkok will be 
operated jointly by the Malayan Rail- 
ways and the Royal Siamese Railway. 
The International Express train will 
carry sleeping cars, buffet cars, and 
first- and second-class carriages. With 
the through service a passenger can 
board the train in Singapore and con- 
tinue to Bangkok without leaving his 
car. 


Fares have not been announced but 
the present first-class rate is $72.70 
from Singapore to Padang Besar (bor- 
der) and $40 from Padang Besar to 
Bangkok. The sleeping-car charge for 
two nights is approximately $10 first 
class. 


Khartoum Airport Scheduled 
For Opening in Early 1954 


Work on the new airport at Khar- 
toum, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, is prog- 
ressing satisfactorily, and most of the 
design and layout of the main terminal 
building, which has been arousing much 
interest, has been finished. Only the 
control tower, decorations, and furnish- 
ings remain to be completed. The termi- 
nal building should be completed in a 
short time, and tentative plans have 
been made to hold the opening cere- 
mony early in 1954. 


Five years ago Khartoum handled less 
than 500 aircraft per month; now some 
1,200 put in monthly. The size of the 
aircraft operating through Khartoum 
also has more than doubled, and at pres- 
ent 150,000 passengers pass through this 
airport per year. 


TV Seen for India in '54 


Television may come to India in 1954, 
the managing director of the Philips 
Electrical Co., India, said at a press 
conference held in connection with the 
first Philips All India Radio Convention 
in Calcutta. 


Inquiries regarding the possibility of 
introducing closed-circuit television had 
been made to the company by All India 
Radio and the National Research Insti- 
tute, Bangalore. Estimates for the es- 
tablishment of a_ television station are 
being prepared and if accepted, the first 
of a network of stations may go into 
operation in 1954, 
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TCA Plans New Air 


Services in 1954 — 


Trans-Canada Airlines has announced 
that it will initiate two transcontinental 
flights daily, using Super Constellations, 
in the autumn of 1954. 


One flight, on the Winnipeg-Edmon- 
ton-Vancouver route, will be, between 
Montreal and Vancouver via Toronto. 
Flying time will be 11 hours and 5 
minutes, or 2 hours less than the pres- 
ent North Star service. Seating arrange- 
ments will be the standard adopted for 
all TCA _ Constellations—63 seats in 
double rows. In addition, the aircraft 
will be able to carry 2 tens of cargo and 
baggage. 

There is no indication as yet whether 
first-class service will be continued by 
the DC4M’s. Some @f these aircraft will 
go into tourist service on February 1, 
1954, and it is contemplated that two 
flights a day will operate between Mont- 
real and the West Coast at a 20-per- 
cent fare reduction. The tourist-class 
DC4M’s will have 57 seats compared 
with the first-class configuration of 
48 seats. 


Credit Granted for 
Chilean Railways 


The Export-Import Bank has an- 
nounced the authorization of a credit 
of approximately $72,000 to assist Elec- 
tric Tamper Export Co., Chicago, 
Ill, in the sale of track maintenance 
equipment to the Chilean State Rail- 
ways, Chile. Electric Tamper Export 
Co. will participate by retaining notes 
of $98,400 for its own account. 

The Chilean State Railways owns and 
operates most of the railway lines in 
the country. The total mileage of its 
roads, much of which is over moun- 
tainous terrain, is over 4,000 miles. 
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of its roadbed and thereby reduce the 
cost of maintaining its rolling stock 
and trackage. 


The obligation financed under the 
credit is to be repaid in 14 months. It 
will bear interest at the rate of 5 per- 
cent and will carry the guaranty of the 
Republic of Chile, 


U.S. Active Merchant 
Fleet Shows Decline 


The Merchant Marine Data Sheet for 
December 1, 1953, released by the Mari- 
time Administration, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, shows a further decrease 
in the U. S. active merchant fleet. 


The total active fleet numbers 1,388 
vessels of 1,000 gross tons and over. 
This is 24 vessels less than the number 
active on November 1, 1953; 20 of these 
are Government-owned vessels while 
the remaining four are privately owned. 


The number of vessels now under 
construction in private American yards 
has dropped to 50. Three ships were de- 
livered in November; two of these were 
tankers for U. S. flag registry and the 
other a vessel built for operation on 
the Great Lakes. 

Employment in private American 
shipyards dropped 2,000 in November, 
and the number of seafaring jobs 
dropped from 69,400 to 66,700. 





Whaling Vessel Built |e as 


In Netherlands Yard — 


The first keel plate of the 44,000-ton 
twin-screw motor vessel, Willem Bar 
endsz II, has been laid at the Wilton: 
Fijencord shipyards in Schiedam, Neth 
erlands. It is a factory whaling ves 
for Nederlandsche Maatschappij voor 
de Walvischvaart, N.V. (Netherland 
Whaling Co.) of Amsterdam and has g 
carrying capacity of 26,400 tons. 

The vessel will be equipped with com 
plete installations for the production of 
whale oil and whale meal, and the meal 
plant will have a capacity of 3,00 
metric tons per season. This quantity of 
meal will require about 200,000 cubic 
feet of storage space. The vessel will 
be so constructed that outside ‘of the 
whaling season it can be used a 
normal tank vessel for Skt 
of all types of oil. 

The ship is scheduled to be ready fe 
the 1955-56 whaling season and will | 
replace the present factory ship of the 
Amsterdam company, the motor vessel 
Willem Barendsz. 





U. S. exports of domestic and foreign 
merchandise rose to $1,244.6 million in 
October, from $1,237.2 million in Sep 
tember, according to the Bureau of the 
Census, U. S. Department of Commectaa 
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